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ROBERT BURNS 


ROBERT BURNS 


Robert Burns and his beautiful the — sentiments expressed. But 
poems will never cease to interest 
the world. Their simple beauty and — and as such has a claim on our re- 


naturalness, their truthfulness and — gard, 


niore than this Burns was a Mason 


Burns had some _ frailties 
sincerity win our admiration and stir — which seem to have been largely due 
our deepest feelings in harmony with to his environment, but his virtues 


(153) 


154 


overweighed his faults many fold 
and the world is far richer in things 
that count for its betterment for his 
having lived. 

We give in this number a short 
sketch of his life which is taken from 
a paper read before the Lodge of 
Research, Leicester, England, Nov. 
24, 1902, by Wor. Brother L 
Staines. We also give several pic- 
tures of places made interesting by 
Burns connection. 


The New England Craftsman 


‘Before dealing with these, a brief 
outline of the poet’s life may not be 
considered out of place. 

“Robert Burness, or, as he after- 
wards preferred to be called, Robert 
Burns, the Great Poet of Scotland, 
was born in a clay cottage near the 
ridge of Doon in Ayrshire, on Jan. 
25, 1759. His father, William 
Burness, came from the North of 
Scotland, and after many years of 
settled 


vicissitude and wandering, 


BURNS’ COTTAGE AT ALLOWAY, AYR 

“To most readers of poetry, the 
name of Robert Burns brings to 
mind ‘The Cotter’s Saturday Night,’ 
‘Scots, wha hae wi’ Wallace Bled,’ 
and ‘Tam o’ Shanter,’ but scattered 
about among 


3urns’ poetry are 
several pieces which have the true 
Masonic ving, and can only be prop- 
erly understood and appreciated by 
Masons, while many references to 
Freemasonry occur in other of the 
poet’s writings. 


down as nurseryman and gardener 
on Doonside. When Robert, who 
was the eldest child, was seven years 
father 
small farm called Mount Oliphant, 


o: age, his ventured on a 
and the poet spent his time working 
on this farm until he was nineteen 
years of age, when the family re- 
moved to another farm called Loch- 
lea, in the parish of Tarbolton. 
About this time Robert spent a year 


on a smuggling coast at a noted 


Robert 


school, for the purpose of learning 
mensuration, surveying, ete, a 
knowledge of which was afterwards 
to fit him for his duties as an excise- 
man. He seems from his earliest 
years to have had a very imaginative 
nature, and to have had the very 
seeds of poetry born within him. 
“His intercourse with 
Mrs. Betty Davidson, widow of a 


frequent 


cousin of Mrs. Burns, helped ma- 


He de- 


terially to strengthen these. 
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tact with nature in her various 
moods, quickened his powers of ob- 
servation, and led him to notice and 


love the 


common objects of the 


Many of his poems 
testify to this intimate acquaintance 
with the sights and sounds of nature. 
. . » His pictures of rural life are all 
natural, he no impossible 
mien and women; the world he por- 


depicts 


trays is a real world, and his knowl- 
edge is derived from actual contact 


INTERIOR OF BURNS’ COTTAGE, ALLOWAY, AYR 


ciared that ‘she had the largest col- 
lection in the country of tales and 


songs cencerning devils, ghosts, 
fairies, brownies, witches, warlocks, 


spunkies, kelpies, elf candles, dead 


hghts, wraiths, apparitions, can- 


traips, giants and enchanted castles, 


all of which made a deep impression 
upon his young mind, and take a 
prominent place in his poetry 
“His” farm, too, 
brought him into constant daily con- 


work on the 


with it. His poems were not labo- 


riously constructed, they came spon- 
taneously and naturally, 
effort. His ‘Tam 0° 


without 
Shanter’ was 
written in a day, and many another 
of his poems, now world-famous, 
was thrown off in an hour or two, 
fle sang of common country folk, 
for he lived among such, participat- 
ing in their joys, sorrows, loves and 
sins. 


“Perhaps the most prominent of 
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all was the social side of Burns’ 
character. _He loved to be among 
his fellow-creatures. Owing to his 
reputation for verses, a certain ‘logi- 
cal talent’ and strength of thought, 
he was always a welcome guest 
wherever he visited, and habits were 
formed which in after life proved so 
detrimental. Of his visit to St. Os- 
wald’s, he says, ‘There I learnt to 
fill my glass and to mix without fear 
in a drunken squabble.’ 


in St. David’s Lodge, Varbolton. 
This lodge had superseded, owing to 
a want of harmony, the old Lodge of 
St. James, but the discord had not 
died out, and matters came to such 
a-pitch in the new lodge that a 
the old 
Lodge of St. James was resuscitated. 
From the first Burns threw himself 
heart and soul into Masonry, and 
seems to have been one of the lead- 
ers in the reformed Lodge of St. 


division took place, and 


THE “BANKS AND BRAE O’ BONNIE DOON” 


“Such, very briefly, was the char- 
acter of a man to whom Masonry 
was sure to appeal with irresistible 
force; the speculative mystery, the 
poetic rhythm of its ritual and the 
tie of brotherhood were just the 
things to bring forth every better 
feeling of his nature, while the social 
functions of the Craft would appeal 
to his innate fondness for fun and 
revelry. 

“He was initiated in the year 1781 


James in the year 1782. Two years 
later he was made Deputy Master, 
and seems to have acted in that 
capacity in 1785 and 1786, for in tne 
latter year he ‘passed’ and ‘raised’ 
his brother Gilbert.” 

Regarding the ability of Burns as 
a presiding officer another writer 
says: “I was led by curiosity to at- 
tend for an hour or two a Mason 
Lodge in Mauchline, where Burns 


presided. He had occasion to make 


some short unpremeditated compli- 
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poems, which was _ successfully 
launched. The proceeds, however, 


ments to different individuals from 
whom he had no reason to expect a 
visit, and everything he said was 
happily conceived, and forcibly as 
well as fluently expressed. 

“By this time a crisis had come in 
Burns’ affairs, and he determined to 
leave Scotland and settle in Jamaica, 
and by hard work endeavor to atone 
for the past. As he could not start 
immediately for the West Indies, 
Gavin Haimilton, writer of the signet 
and a member of St. James’ Lodge, 


were not sufficient to keep him in 
Scotland, and he was actually on his 
way to Greenock, to embark for 
Jamaica, when he received a letter 
from Dr. Blacklock—also a Mason 
—sugegesting that another edition of 
the Kilmarnock poems should be 
brought out in Edinburgh. Burns 
thereupon went to the metropolis 


where he was received most enthusi- 
astically, and another edition was 
brought out under Masonic patron- 


THE “TAM O’SHANTER” 
having heard some of Burns’ poetry, 
proposed that the brethren of the 
lodge should defray the cost of pub- 


lishing them. Under the auspices of 
the lodge, Burns went to Kilmar- 
nock in order to see the first edition 
—dated April 16, 1786—through the 
press. The brethren at Kilmarnock 
gave the poet the very warmest wel- 
come, and he was admitted a mem- 
ber of St. John’s Lodge in that town 
on October 26, 1786. They also as- 
sisted him with the first editien oi 


INN, HIGH STREET, AYR. 


age. The author, publisher, printer 
and engraver were all Masons, and 
the venture was such a success that 
the Jamaica project fell through. 
‘Burns was admitted as a member 
of the celebrated ‘Canongate Kilwin- 
ning’ Lodge, Edinburgh, on Febru- 
ary, 1, 1787, but there is no reference. 
in the minutes of that date, to his 
appointment as poet-laureate of the 
Lodge, although there is a painting 
by Watson, well known to Seottish 
Masons, which depicts the scene. 
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He was also, in 1787, made a Royal 
Arch Mason in St. Abb’s Lodge at 
Eyemouth, without fees, the mem- 
bers considering it a great honor to 
them to be able to add his name to 
their roll. 

“A few words will suffice to re- 


tions of one who, whatever his fail- 
ings, shed a luster on |*reemasonry 
by his poetic genius, which time can- 
not dim, and whose name will ever 
be held by 
reverence, 


Masons in honored 


“The following ‘Karewell’ is the 


THE TWA BRIGS” OF AYR. 


cord the remaining portion of the 
poet’s career, over which, with lind- 
ly hands, a veil should be drawn— 
his failure as a farmer—his entrance 
into the Excise, for which his yearly 
salary was fifty pounds—his giving 
Way to intemperate habits 
untimely Geath in 1796. 
“Some of Burns’ poems, as al- 


and his 


ready stated, contain references to 
the Mason’s Crait, and of these, 
iew of the more interesting ones will 
not fail to be acceptable to all 
Masons everywhere, as the produc- 


gem of Burns’ Masonic poetry. It 
was written when his arrangements 
for leaving the country were com- 


plete, and he was expecting to enter 


upon his journey immediately, 

“Tis relations with the brethren of 
the St. James’ Lodge seem to have 
been of a particularly enjoyable 
nature, and the parting would have 
been a sorrowful one for all of them. 
The separation, however, — was 
them, but the 


verses remain for the enjoyment of 


spared Farewell 


all Masons. 


Robert 


“Farewell to the Brethren of St. 


James’ Lodge, Varbolton. 


“Adieu a heart-warm, fond adieu! 


Dear brothers of the mystic tie! 
Ye favour’d, ye enlighten’d few, 

Companions of my social joy! 
Tho’ I io foreign lands may hie, 

Pursuing Fortune's slidd’ry ba’ 
With melting heart and brimful 

eye, 
Tl mind you still, tho’ far awa’. 


“Oft have I met your social band, 
And spent the cheerful, festive 
night: 
Oft, honour’d with supreme com- 
mand, 
Presided o’er the sons of light; 
And by that hieroglyphic bright, 
Which none but craftsman ever 


saw! 
Strong mem’ry on my heart shali 
write 
Those happy scenes—when far 
awa’, 


“May freedom, harmony and love, 
Unite you in the grand design, 
3eneath th’ Omniscient Eye above, 
The glorious Architect Divine! 
That you may keep th’ unerring 
line, 
Still rising by the 
law, 


plunimet’s 
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Till order bright completely shine, 
Shall be my pra 
awa’, 


‘r—when far 


“And you, farewell! whose merits 


claim, 

Justly, that highest badge to 
wear, 

Heav’n bless your honour’d, noble 
name, 


To Masonry and Scotia dear! 
A last request permit me here 
When yearly ye assemble a’ 
One round—I ask it with a tear— 
To him, the Bard, that’s far 
awa’,” 


There are several others of Burns’ 
poems which were written for Ma- 
sonic events and several which, while 
not strictly Masonic in character, 
refer to Masonic brethren with 
whom he was closely associated, and 
there are still others in which the 
ijea of the equality and brotherhood 
cf man is clearly expressed. As an 


mple of the last we give as a 
ciosing quotation: 


“For a’ that and a’ that, 
It's coming yet, for a’ that, 
That man to man, the warld o'er, 
Shall brothers be for a’ that.” 


The Two Saints John. 


The following account of the 
Saints John is taken from Vol. VII. 
1894 of the Transactions of the 
Lodge Quartour Coronati, London. 

It was written by one not friendly 
to the belief usually held by Free- 
masons of our country. 

More than half a century ago a 
petition was presented to the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, requesting 
among other things, that lodges 
should no ionger be dedicated to the 
Saints John. In a very able report 
on the subject by Grand Master 
George M. Randall, in 1852, we find 
ample evidence to disprove the as- 
sumption that Bros. Moore and 
Oliver originated the Saints John 
Legend. We print the article, how- 
ever, as it may interest many who 
have given the subject no attention. 

So far as I have yet been able to 
discover, the first mention of the 
Grand Mastership of the Evangelist 
1s contained in Moore’s Masonic 
Magazine, printed in Boston, Mass.. 
in 1842. Moore gave it as a Ma- 
Sonic tradition preserved in the 
English lodges, but not known in 
America. 

In his Lexicon of Freemasonry, 
1845, Mackey introduces the legend 
in these words: “With respect to the 
original cause of this dedication (of 
the lodges to the Saints John) the 
English lodges have preserved a 
tradition, which, as a matter oi 
curiosity, may find a place in this 
work. I am indebted for it to Bro. 
Moore’s excellent magazine, Vol. II.. 
p. 263. 


“From the building of the first 
temple at Jerusalem to the Baby- 
jonish captivity, Freemasons’ lodges 
were dedicated to King Solomon; 
from thence to the coming of the 
Messiah they were dedicated to 
Zerubbabel, the builder of the sec- 
ond temple; and from that time to 
the final destruction of the temple by 
Titus, in the reign of Vespasian, 
they were dedicated to St.. John the 
Baptist. But, owing to the many 
massacres and disorders which at- 
tended that memorable event, Free- 
inasonry sank very much into decay 


and many lodges were entirely. 


broken up, and but few could meet 
in sufficient numbers to constitute 
their legality. Ata general meeting 
of the Craft, held in the city of Ben- 
jamin, it was observed that a prin- 
cipal reason for the decline of 
Masonry was ‘the want of a Grand 
Master to patronize it; they there- 
fore deputed seven of their most 
eminent members to wait upon St. 
John the Evangelist, who was at the 
time Bishop of Ephesus, requesting 
him to take the office of Grand Mas- 
ter. He returned for answer, that 
though well stricken in years, being 
upward of ninety, yet having been 
in the early part of his life initiated 
into Masonry, he would take upon 
himself that office. He _ thereby 
completed by his learning what the 
other St. John had begun by his 
zeal, and thus drew what [ree- 
masons call a ‘line parallel.’ Ever 
since which Freemasons’ lodges in 
all Christian countries have been 
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dedicated to St. John the Baptist and 
St. John the Evangelist.” 

The whole of the last paragraph 
has been incorporated almost word 
for word in Dr. Oliver’s Dictionary 
of Symbolical Masonry, 1853, under 
the heading “Dedication,” and al- 
though he gives as his reference 
“York Lectures,” there can be no 
reasonable doubt that it is taken di- 
rect from Mackey. There are barely 
a dozen words slightly altered. Or 
he may have taken it direct from the 
original in Moore’s Magazine. 

But in a book published somewhat 
earlier, in 1848, though subsequently 
to the issue of Moore’s Magazine 
and Mackey’s Lexicon, viz., “A Mir- 
ror for the Johannite Masons,” our 
learned Dr. Oliver vastly improves 
upon his forerunners in the matter 
of dedication of lodges. At page 48 
he says: 

“In a catechism used a little later 
than the middle of the , century 
(18th), which, by way of eminence, 
is called ‘The Old York Lecture,’ 
the two Sts. John occupy a prom- 
inent situation; and the passage 
where they are introduced is so 
characteristic of a cosmical institu- 
tion, as well as illustrative of the 
subject under discussion, that I 
quote it at length. ‘Q. Our lodges 
being finished, and decorated with 

ornaments, furniture, and jewels, to 
whom were they consecrated? A. 
To God. Q. Thank you, brother; 
and can you tell me to whom they 
were first dedicated? A. To Noah, 
who was saved in the ark. Q. And 
by what name were the Masons then 
known? <A, They were called 
Noachidae, Sages, or Wise Men. 


Q. To whom were the lodges dedi- 
cated during the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion? A. To Moses, the chosen of 
God; and Solomon, the son of 
David, king of Israel, who was an 
eminent patron of the Craft. Q. 
And under what name were the 
Masons known during that period? 
A. Under the name of Dionysiacs,. 
Geometricians, or Masters in Israel. 
Q. But, brother, as Solomon was a 
Jew, and died long before the pro- 
mulgation of Christianity, to whom 
were they dedicated under the 
Christian dispensation? A. From 
Solomon the patronage of Masonry 
passed to St. John the Baptist. Q. 
And under what name were they 
known after the promulgation of 
Christianity? A. Under the name 
of Essenes, Architects, or Free- 
masons. Q. Why were the lodges 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist? 
A. Because he was the forerunner 

of our Savior; and by preaching re- 

pentance and humiliation, drew the 

first parallel of the gospel. Q. 

Had St. John the Baptist any equal? 
A. He had; St. John the Evangel- 

ist. Q. Why is he said to be equal 

to the Baptist? A. Because he fin- 

ished by his learning what the other 

began by his zeal, and thus drew a 

second line parallel to the former: 

ever since which time Freemasons’ 

lodges in all Christian countries have 

been dedicated to the one or the 

other, or both of these worthy and 

worshipful men.’ ” 

It is needless to go into the sub- 
sequent history of this legend. Ad- 
mitting that from at least the time 
of the 1723 Book of Constitutions, 
the Saints John were honored by 
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the Masons in having the meetings 
of Grand Lodge held on their days, 
my object is to discover the origin 
of ‘the tradition, if such it be, that 
the Evangelist was made a Grand 
Master in his old age, being over 
ninety, or indeed at any other time. 
That the tradition was not known in 
Moore’s time in America I gather 
from the following considerations: 
Firstly. The Rev. Dr. Theodore 
Harris, the most famous American 
Masonic historian and essayist of 
the last century, to whose profound 
learning and research the world is 
indebted for the valuable informa- 
tion that Joseph in Egypt was the 
original founder of Freemasonry, 
did not know in 1798, when he pub- 
lished the second edition of his Ma- 
sonic history, that the Evangelist 
was made a Grand Master, being 
upwards of ninety years old. 
Secondly. Thos. Smith Webb, to 
whom we are not only indebted for 
the American Masonic ritual, but for 
making new Masonic degrees too, 
does not mention in the first edition 
of his Monitor, 1797, the name of St. 
John, either in the ceremony of con- 
stituting lodges or that of dedicating 
Masonic halls, whence we may con- 
clude that up to 1797 American 
lodges were not dedicated to St. 
John, at least not in Albany, New 
York, and Rhode Island, where 
Webb resided and held Masonic 
cffices. In the second edition, 1802, 
and the third, 1805, the name of one 
St. John is mentioned in both the 
above ceremonies. In the 1808 edi- 
tion the “parallel lines” appear, and 
Webb gives as a reason for dedicat- 
ing the lodges to the Saints John, 


~ 


“Because they were both eminent 
patrons of Masonry,” but he knows 
nothing of the tradition that the 
Evangelist was made a_ Grand 
Master. 

Thirdly. Webb died in 1819 and 
was succeeded by Jeremy L. Cross 
as a ritual improver and instructor. 
Cross discovered a tradition that 
King Solemon erected a monument 
to the memory of H. A., showing a 
“virgin weeping and a broken col- 
umn,” but I could not find in Cross’s 
Monitors, printed before 1842 or for 
some time after 1842, the story of 
St. John the Evangelist and the 
Grand Mastership. 

Fourthly. The great Frederick 
Dalcho, the first Sovercign Com- ' 
mander of the very first 33d degree 
in the history of the world, who 
edited an Ahiman Rezon for South 
Carolina in 1822, who had visited 
England and was undoubtedly the 
best informed Mason of his genera- 
tion, even Dalcho did not know that 
the Evangelist was ever a Grand 
Master. 

Fifthly. Twenty-seven years ago i 
a member of Massachusetts Lodge, 
Boston, who was initiated in 1818, 


told me that the Evangelist tradition 
was not introduced into the Boston 
lodges till years after his initiation. 

Lastly. Moore himself acknowl- 
edges the legend was not preserved 
in America, and Mackey frankly 
avows himself indebted to Moore 
for his information. 

Was it known previously in Eng- : 
land? Oliver in one case evidently | 
goes to American sources for his in- 
spiration, and in the other case, 
writing after the date of the Ameri- 
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¢an publication, he gives as his au- 
thority an old York Lecture, the 
York Lecture par excellence, and 
aliscloses a great deal more about 
the past dedications and titles of 
Masons that even Moore knew. 
Did this lecture really exist? Does 
any brother know of it? Can any 
brother point out to me any hint of 
the legend before Moore introduced 
it? If Oliver’s lecture existed when 
he wrote, not fifty years ago, surely 
somebody must know something 
about it. And if no information be 
forthcoming, and I personally have 
failed to find any, I shall believe 


that Moore invented the legend, that 
Oliver cribbed from Moore and im- 
proved his model, and that his 
“York Lecture” is as much a crea- 
ture of his own vivid imagination as 
so much else of what he wrote. In 
that case may we not call Moore and 
Oliver the two lines parallel of Ma- 
sonic tradition, inasmuch as Oliver 
finished by his learning what 
Moore began by his zeal? But, jok- 
iug apart, I shall be anxious to learn 
whether any member of the Quatuor 
Coronati can refer me to any earlier 
lint of the Grand Mastership of the 
Evangelist. 


Can a Freemason be Saved? 


The New York Telegraph of a 
recent date, under the heading. 
“This Preacher Has No Opinions; 
He Just Knows Things,” says: 

“Can a Freemason be saved? He 
«cannot. The Rev. W. G. Stoddard. 
of Boston, has said it, and surely 2 
preacher wouldn't say a thing unless 
he knew it to be true. Listen to his 
talk: ‘A man that becomes a Free- 
inason rejects Christ, and I will state 
positively that such a man cannot be 
saved. Ifa man is a Freemason all 
his life and lives in that full realiza- 
tion for any length of time, and 
should die without repentance, I say 
he cannot hope for salvation.” 


“This sentiment was voiced before 
the National Association of America, 
the prime object of which is to com- 
bat secret societies. 

“Naturally one question that will 
arise when the speaker ‘states posi- 
tively’ is ‘Who is Stoddard? But 
that isn’t the principal question. The 
principal question is ‘Where did 
Stoddard get his information? it 
will be seen that he has no opinion 
on the subject; he just knows it to 
be true. 

“Meantime it may be remarked in 
passing that some very excellent citi- 
zens failed to obtain salvation, 
among them being, to go no further 
in the search, George Washington.” 


Christmas Greeting. 


(Royal Arch Chapter of the Shekinah, Chelsea, Mass. — Richard Burns ) 


The Christmas greeting of the 
Royal Arch Chapter of the Shekinah 
was founded by Amasa Whitcomb 
Dec. 25, 1885, and has been observed 
every Christmas since that date. 
The twenty-second observance of the 
same took place at 10 A. M. in Ma- 
sonic Temple, Chelsea, this last 
Christmas, and was attended by 
nearly four hundred members of the 
chapter and guests. 

A collation was served, followed 
by addresses by prominent members 
of the order. Ex, Comp. Raymond 
T. Sewell, High Priest, presided. 

District Deputy Grand Master 
Odell of the Grand Lodge was pres- 
ent and the following High Priests 
of the chapter: Eleazer H. Brazier, 
John C. Martin, William Martin, E. 
C. Farrington and Charles B. 
Choate. Hon Willard Howland re- 
sponded to the sentiment, “Amasa 
G. Whitcomb, the Founder of our 
Christmas Greeting,’ and Harry 
Hunt, Past Grand High Priest, re- 
sponded to the “Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter.” “To departed members,” 
Rev. R. Perry Bush; “To the Royal 
Arch Chapter of the Shekinah, Long 
may she Live and Prosper,” Richard 
Burns; “Past High Priests,” John 
W. Crooks, who closed with a beau- 
tiful poem, “Whatever is, is Best.” 
Past Grand High Priest Hubbard 
and James S. Blake, Past High 
priest of St. Paul’s Chapter, also an- 
swered to calls, and their remarks 
were warmly greeted. 


Address of Richard Burns 


RICHARD BURNS 


After listening to these most elo- 
quent addresses, I feel it a distin- 
guished honor to be called upon to 
respond to the toast of the “Royai 
Arch Chapter of the Shekinah.” 

Certainly there is nothing I can 
say that will add to her laurels. Her 
name is a monument unto itself. 
Her deeds as well as her words are 
the highest expression of Christian 
charity and love, and her compan- 
ionship the richest and most delight- 
ful of fraternal relationship, 

It seems to me that the founder of 
this breakfast must been 
divinely inspired when from out all 
the days of the year he selected this 
Christmas morning in which to 
gather about this board to ex- 
change happy greetings, drink our 


have 


toasts in memory of those gone be- 
fore, and to offer up our tributes of 
praise and appreciation of the com- 
panionship of those who still remaim 
in this our beloved chapter, and to 
meet and clasp hands with you 
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Christmas 


whom we are pleased to greet as 
guests and brothers. 

There is a sentiment that twines 
itself about this morning and day 
peculiar unto itself. It develops the 
good there is ina man. It unites the 
whole human race into one family. 
It makes us forgive and forget the 
faults of one another, and how our 
hearts go out to those who are un- 
happy, or who have been overtaken 
with sickness or misfortune... . 
As in the midst of some great battle 
when the fighting has been going on 
all day, and into the darkness of 
night there comes a suspension of 
hostilities that the needs of the 
dying, the wounded and the demands 
of humanity may be cared for, so in 
the battle of life, in midst of the 
fierce commercialism of the day, 
when in their eagerness to obtain 
weath, fame and name, men forget 
their responsibility to their God and 
their relationship to one another, we 
need to stop, at least one day, shut 
up the office and the shop, get down 
on the level and look at one another 
as we ought... . Has there been 
antagonism, misunderstanding? If 
so, obliterate it. Shake one another 
by the hand this Christmas morning. 

In the business world where men 
contend with one another for su- 
premacy, differences must come, 
there it’s intellect against intellect; 
but thank God there is a day and a 
tlace, and this is that day and place, 
when men unmask themselves, stand 
in the limelight, before God and man 
just as they are. It makes no differ- 
ence what you may be elsewhere, 
lere we are brothers and it is the 
wish of Shekinah Chapter that you 
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may go forth from this place not 
enly into the social, but the business 
life of tomorrow and the new year 
which is soon to dawn, impregnated 
with this paramount thought, that 
true brotherhood extends beyond 
these wails even unto the ends of 
the earth, for have we not a patron 
saint? Surely we have and_ this 
Christmas morning it can be no 
other than that Babe of Bethlehem, 
born in a manger, reared in obscurity, 
yet he revolutionized the thought, the 
theology of the world, he brought 
reason and knowledge in place of 
superstition and bigotry. He substi- 
tuted the law of forgiveness in place 
of that of revenge, he awoke a divine 
inspiration in man by declaring that 
it’s more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive this Christmas morning, and 
taught humanity that wonderful les- 
son, that if we would enjoy the high- 
est possible state of happiness in this 
world, if we would have a foretaste 
of God's divine grace, and a glimpse 
of his face, it comes only to him 
who forgives his enemies, loves 
them that persecute him and that we 
must not expect forgiveness our- 
selves unless we first forgive... . 
What would this world be only for 
the lessons from the life of that lowly 
Nazarine, who this very day catms 
the conflicts, the tempests of this life 
just as he did the storms on the sea 
of Galilee. 
Drink, companions, drink long 
and bountifully from this fountain of 
mighty love, that charity so bound- 
less and powerful that it can with 
ease embrace a nation, and yet so 
simple, tender and true that it hears 
the cry of the humblest child. The 
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foundation principle the one and 
only truth in which every true 
Mason lives, a charity that moves 
humanity to noble acts, that has sent 
this generation bounding forward in 
the grand march of civilization, the 
controlling influence and power of 
every Christian country, that spirit 
that has forced the nations of the 
world to listen to the council of the 
Hague, that has sheathed the sword 
that has and is driving superstition 
and oppression from off the face of 
the earth. Why, sir, it is this Ma- 
sonic interpretation of charity that 
has compelled the toleration of be- 
lefs and organizations and_ that 
spirit of individualism and conserva- 
tism which a century ago would 
have been considered by both church 
and state as sacrilegious and fanat- 
ical. 

Be not deceived, the day of the 
survival of the fittest has arrived. 
The wheat is being sifted from the 
chaff. No potentate, however ex- 
alted, can dictate to the intelligence 
of this day and generation. The 
Opinions of men, unless sustained by 


reason and fact, weigh but little in 
the intellectual scale of this hour. 
No man will now undertake to pass 
judgment upon your life or mine at 
the grave, because that’s not the 
end, yea, it’s hardly the beginning, 
at best it’s but the dawning, the sun- 
rise of a day the duration of which 
no man dare estimate, no more than 
he can measure the influence of that 
life which goes out in the midst of 
some great work. 

Why Most Excellent-Michel An- 
gelo lived until nearly ninety years 
of age and died a broken hearted, 


disappointed man. Still thousands 
have stood before that world re- 
nowned painting, “The Last Judg- 
ment” in the Cathedral at Rome, 
awe stricken, speechless with amaze- 
ment at the matchless genius there 
displayed. 

It’s said that Robert Burns died in 
an attic with no loving hand to 
soothe his fevered brow, still thou- 
sands have and many more thou- 
sands will quote with positive de- 
light his “A Man's a Man for all of 
That.” Long years after the monu- 
ments that mark the last resting 
place of these men have crumbled to 
the dust their words, their acts will 
inspire generations yet unborn to 
higher, nobler acts. It’s the influ- 
ence of one’s life that counts, that 
lives in this world, not the bank ac- 
count or the coat he wears. 


These beloved companions whose 
voices we have not the ears to hear, 
whose celestial bodies we have not 
the eyes to see, dead because of our 
spiritual infirmities? No! No! 
Although we have not the eve to see 
their familiar forms, or the ear to 
hear their welcome yoices this 
Christmas morning, still we believe, 
yea, every instinct of our natures tell 
us that they are here, and the influ- 
cnee of their lives reaches down into 
every nook and corner of our hearts, 
and will live in our midst until this 
Koval Arch Chapter of the Shekinah 
shall be no more. No man can tell 
where the influence of his life will 
end. Sometimes his last act, often- 
times his very last words are the 
most influential of his whole life, and 
not, Most FE 


cellent and) Compan- 
ions, until we shall stand on the bat- 
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ticments of heaven and shall with 
that divine e 


2 of retrospection trace 
this ever winding, oftentimes bewil- 
dering course over which every man 
must run who { 


es through this 
transitory life, will we be able to 
understand the result of our own 
words or acts or shall we be able to 
form the least comprehension of that 
mighty force which this Royal Arch 
Chapter, as well as the Masonic fra- 
ternity, has yielded in the past and is 
yielding today in the shaping of the 
destiny of man... . Men die, or- 
ganizations cease, their personality, 
their forms are soon forgotten, their 
words, their acts. never 


Masonry is great, therefore, not 
because of its personality either in 
the past or present, but for the 
reason that throughout the ages, in 
the darkness of night, as well as the 
sunshine of day, she has stood for 
and steadfastly fought for the 
tatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man, and has exemplified in 
her work better than any organiza- 
ton on earth that Christ-given di- 
vine principle of charity, which prin- 
ciple shall in the end, please God, 
right every wrong, dry every tear, 
and proclaim throughout the world, 
“Peace, ever blessed Peace, on 
earth, good will toward man.” 


125 Anniversary of King Hiram Lodge 
No. 12, Derby, Conn. 


One of the most interesting Ma- 
sonic events in Connecticut in a 
Jong time was the celebration of the 
one hundred and twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the establishment of King 
Hiram Lodge, No. 12, at Derby, 
Vriday, January 3. Nearly every 
wember of the lodge was present, 
beside a large number of noted Ma- 
sons from nearby cities. Brother 
Charles 1. Bassett, who has nearly 
reached the age of four score and 
ten, and who has been a member of 
the lodge for sixty years, and is its 
senior member, added to the inter: 
est of the occasion by his presence. 

The observance of the event be- 
gan in the afternoon at 3.30 o’clock 
with a special communication of the 
lodge. Among those present were 


four of the grand officers of the 
state. At this meeting, after the 
business had been disposed of, brief 
addresses were made by Grand 
Master Andrew J. Halleck, of Dan- 
bury; Deputy Grand Master Edward 
Fuller, of Tolland; Grand Secretary 
John H. Barlow, of Hartford; Grand 
Chaplain Rev. F. D. Buekley, of 
Waterbury; A. F. Sherwood, of 
Waterbury; William C. Atwater, of 
Derby; and C. H. Proctor, of New 
Jersey. Mr. Bassett was asked to 


address the meeting, but requested 
to be excused on account of his age. 

After the communication of the 
lodge the members went to the 
Derby M. E. Church, where a ban- 
quet was served. At the church 


were waiting a number of ladies, 
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wives and friends of the members. 
and shortly before 6 o’clock the 
guests were escorted to the par- 
lors and seated at long tables 
stretching across the room. The 
room was decorated with greens and 
the tables were attractively laid. At 
each plate was a handsome menu 
card in a blue cover, upon the front 
of which in gold was the seal of 
King Hiram Lodge. Before the 
guests were seated Rey. I. A. Mars- 
land, pastor of the Derby, M. E. 


{ 


EDWARD W. KNEEN, 
Worshipfull Master 


“Church, asked a blessing. 

The surprise of the evening came 
when at the close of the banquet 
souvenirs of the occasion were dis- 
tributed. Each lady present re- 
ceived a silver hat pin upon which 
was engraved the name of the lodge 
and the anniversary celebrated, 
while each gentleman received a sil- 
ver watch fob, bearing Masonic em- 
blems and an inscription telling the 


occasion to be remembered by the 
souvenir. The gifts were valuable 
ones, and were received with pleas- 
ure, the ladies making recognition 
by applauding. 

Following the banquet an_his- 
torical address, prepared by Grand 
Secretary Barlow, was read; and an 
address by Rev. F. D. Buckley who 
spoke on “The Unwritten History 
of Our Institution.” Both of the 
addresses were of marked interest. 
The music of an orchestra and a 


M. W. JOHN H. BARLOW 
Historian 


quartet contributed much to the en- 
jeyment of the program. 

The historical address of John H. 
Barlow was supplementary to one 
which he read twenty-five years ago 
at the centennial observance of the 
lodge. 

The charter under which Wing 
Hiram Lodge was instituted was 
granted by the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts to Charles Whittle- 


125th Anniversary of 


sey and twenty-six others, and bears 
the date of January 3, A. L. 5783, or 
A. D. 1783. On the charter ap- 
pears the names of Joseph Webb, 
Grand Master, and Benjamin Cole- 
ridge, Grand Secretary, and the re- 
ceipt of Joseph Lovell, Grand Treas- 
urer, for two guineas, being the 
Grand Lodge fees. The charter was 
delivered and the lodge was _ insti- 


tuted March 8, 1783. 


REV. F. D. BUCKLEY 


The first officers of the lodge 


were: W-.M., Charles Whittlese 
S.W., John Fowler; J.W., Henr 
Tomlinson; Treasurer, Henry Whit- 
ney; Seeretary, Richard Mansfield, 
Jr.; S.D., James Manville; J.D., 
Thomas Hossey; Steward, Ebenezer 
Gracey. At this first meeting 
George Gorham was proposed to be 
made a Mason for tyler of the lodge 
and was balloted upon and made ac- 
cordingly. 

The lodge held its first communi- 
cvtions at what was known as Derby 
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Narrows, now Lower Derby. The 
first lodge room was erected in 1791, 
of which the lodge was part owner, 
the lower story being used for a 
school and the upper one as a lodge 
room. The building has long since 
fallen into decay, and the corner 
stone is the only thing that now re- 
mains, which relic is in possession of 
the lodge. On it is the following in- 
scription, nearly effaced by time: 
This Stone was Erected 
to 

KING HIRAM LODGE, No. NII, 
3y W. Samuel B. Marshall in the 

year of light 5797. 

‘Breast to Breast, 

Let Brotherly love continue.” 

Most of the early records of the 
lodge are lost and very little infor- 
mation has come down to later 
generations. The lodge received its 
present charter from the grand lodge 
of Connecticut on May 12, 1792, The 
lodge continued to hold its com- 
munications, though many of the 
communications were omitted or the 
records lost, at stated intervals un- 
til about 1832, when it is presumed 
the members had their full share of 
the anti-Masonie persecution that 
swept over the country. From the 
records it appears that the communi- 
cations were held as opportunity of- 
fered, sometimes a whole year inter- 
vening. 

The meetings were held at the 
Narrows until 1828, then they were 
held in Humphreysville. In 1812 the 
todge helped to lay the corner stone 
of St. Paul's church in Huntington. 
At this time the communications of 
the lodge were held in the daytime. 
sometimes in private houses, and fre- 
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quently lasted the entire day. The 
Masonic festivals were observed. 

It is interesting to note in con- 
nection with the serving of re- 
freshments in the lodge room that 
the stewards were instructed to pro- 
cure a gallon of rum or a half gallon 
of brandy for the use of the craft. 
But when it is considered that in 
those days it took a good deal of the 
ardent spirits to help in the raising 
ef a church, this is not a matter to 
create much surprise. The use of 
ardent spirits within the lodge room 
has long ago been prohibited and the 
practice of temperance is among the 
first duties taught in the lodge. 

In 1850 the furniture of the lodge 
was removed from Humphreysville 
to Birmingham, where communica- 
tions have since been held. “About 
this time.” writes Mr. Barlow, “oc 


curs the saddest period of its history. 
when we record the fact that the 
lodge, which had successfully and 
honorably passed through the fires 
of anti-Masonic persecutions, fell a 
victim to internal disscnsions to such 
an extent that on the 3oth day of 
September. 1854. its charter was ar- 
rested and the lodge for a time ceas- 
cist.” In May. 1857,, the 
charter was restored and from that 


ed to e 


time it has regularly done Masonic 
work. 

The present officers of the lodge 
are W.M., E. W. Kneen; S. W.,. B. 
W. Wheeler: J. W., A; C. Baldwin: 
ireasurer, TF. W. Beardsley: secre- 
tary, W. V. Bowman: S. D.. George 
H. Harding: J. D.. John f. Tooth: 
s. S., Eugene Pryor: J. S.. Osear J. 
Ceri; tyler, B. N. Bird. 


Shall | Be a Mason? 


(Translated from the French of Bro. P. Temples by G. W. Speth) 


There is a chapter under this 
same title in a book written for the 
public in the 18th century. The 
author indicates the disposition re- 
quired in order to make those sacri- 
fices to which one is exposed in 
Freemasonry. Those who do not 
Possess this temperament, he coun- 
sels to abstain. Do not offer your- 
self, he says, without due considera- 
tion. ’ 

Read a History of Masonry: there 
is no lack of them. Read the libels 
published against Masons; the Bulls 
of Excommunication; examine the 
charges made. Read some earnest 


work on its tenets, for example 
“Morals and Dogma.” by the learned 
and Venerable Bro. Pike, Grand 
Commander of the Supreme Council 
of the Southern States of .\merica. 

Do not present yourself out cf 
mere puerile curiosity: vou will only 
be disappointed. 

Do not join the Craft except with 
a firm resolution to study the in 
stitution. It partakes of the nature 
of certain masterpieces of art, of the 
genius of certain men. The first 
view destroyes the illusion, one must 
study them te comprehend them. 

Ti, combined with the love of the 
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true and the good, you have not also 
a slight mental attraction towards 
the poetry resident in all things, and 
z judgment tempered by feeling and 
sentiment, enter not, you will be 
bored. fe who, with the culture of 
pregress, combines that of ol] mem- 
ories; who, whilst pursuing exact 
science can yet urderstand all the 
charm of a venerable myth; who 
loves custom be 


use it is old, an- 
tique forms because they are beauti- 
iul, even prejudice, because it is at 
the reot of human history, such a one 


will find full play for his instincts as 


an archacologist. But, should you 
enquire how it will benefit your 
pocket or influence the elections — 
go not in. 

Ti, in religious matters, vou start 
with the assumption that vour op- 
ponent is a fool or a knave, venture 
not to approach. But, if you respect 


every sincere opinion, or if, being of 


a religiovs temperament you can 
bear with those who are not so, or 
rather, are so differently from your- 


self, then go: no one will wound. 


your susceptibilities, and you will 
hurt ro one. 


If as regerds Ged and your soul, 


you ¢ppreciate the majesty of the is- 
sue, whilst possibly of ‘the opinion 
that the science: f some does not d™*- 


sm of 


fer greativ from the agnostic 


ethers, your a tions may proba- 


bly ercomnter comforting support. 


Tf as a phys 
trades: 


sion or lewver, a 


oan or merchant, official o1 
clerk, you seek to find there either 
cients or patrons, you will be griev- 
evel di-cnpeivted. ‘s en official 
you would inspire the good-humored 
contempt of the minister, were he a 


raason, and his successor would per- 
haps send you about your business. 
As a merchant, you would cause 
both your masonry and yout mer- 
ckandise to be regarded with sus- 
picion. 

If, being ambitious, you have 
capabilities equal to your ambition, 
go; many will learn to know you 
thoroughly. But if you merely seek 
to acquire stilts for your too diminu- 
tive legs, keep aloof: and for the 
very same reason. 

As a politician, do not dream of 
making partisans in a Lodge: you 
will only prevail with those who al- 
ready follow you; and you will pos- 
sibly lose them and have to endure 
their reproach that you have import- 
ed discord within the sacred pre- 
cincts: your success will be short- 
lived, 

If you hold opinions which pos- 
sess you rather than you them, if 
your disposition be such as to render 
you too prone to blime others, or if 
you have no prile in your birth- 
right, irdependence in all matters 
that corcern vourself, the education 
of your children, the zctions of your 
religious, civil or family life, you 
will never possess the requisite 
n 


onic qualifications. you will never 
wnderstend those who do. 

Tf you be entirely absorbed by 
your profession, your associrtions, 
your position in society, approach 
not! Why should you undertake 
cbligations which will be onerous to 
you? 

If you owe all your time and re- 
sovrecs to your family, obstract 
nething from a duty which is ebove 
all others. The Lodge is an incen- 
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tive to outlay. You would either 
regret not being able to do even as 
the others, or you would violate our 
statutes in consecrating to your 
pleasure that which is justly claimed 
elsewhere. 

If you be a hypochondriac, keep 
away! but, if you-love a word in sea- 
son and a merry jest, enter in. 

And cherish no illusions. Do not 


allow yourself to be carried away by 
the idea that you owe a sacrifice to 
humanity, to progress, and to all the 
rest! Masons are apt to laugh at 
high-flown notions of self-sacrifice. 
Join the Masons only if you desire 
it for your own sake; whoever you 
be, they can get on excellently well 
without you.—Transactions of che 
Lodge Quatuor Coronati, 1887. 


James Gould 
D. D. Grand Master, 3rd Masonic District, Mass. 


RT. WOR. JAMES GOULD 


Among the Masons of the Third 
Masonic district of Massachusetts 
who have been conspicuous in de- 
yotion to Freemasonry and in ability 
to serve its interests with intelli- 
gence and success, is Right Wer- 
shipful James Gould, of Chelsea, who 
has been appointed by Grand Master 


Biake, district deputy grand master 
of the Third District. 

Brother Gould is a Chelsea boy, 
having been born in that city De- 
cember 15, 1849. His home has al- 
ways been in his native city except 
during a few years of his boyhood 
when he resided in Virginia near the 


James Gould Wee} 


historic Harper’s Ferry, and in 
Kansas and Colorado. In 1869 he 
entered the insurance business in 
which he has continued all his life. 
being now a member of the firm of 
Jesse Gould & Son with offices in 
Chelsea and Boston. Brother 
Gould’s eminent qualities as a man 
were early appreciated by the citi- 
zens of Chelsea and he was elected 
to serve their interests in the Com- 
mon Council in 1889, 1890 and 1891, 
in the Board of Alderman in 1892 
and 1893 and as Mayor of the city in 
1900 and igor. Brother Gould was 
made a Mason in Star of Bethlehem 
jiodge June 25, 1891, and was Wor- 
shipful Master of that lodge in 1904 
and 1905. He is a member of the 


Chapter of Shekinah, a member of 
Palestine Commandery K. T., of 
which he was Eminent Commander 
1503-1905. He is a member of 
Naphtali Council of Royal and Select 
Masters and has received the de- 
grees of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite. No mason of Chelsea 
is more highly regarded for his abil- 
ity and integrity, for his fidelity to 
the principles of our Order, or his 
consecration to its service. His 
selection by the Grand Master for 
the position of district deputy grand 
master is accepted by his brethren 
as an evidence of appreciation of a 
worthy mason and as a compliment 
to the district in which he resides. 


FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF PEQUOSSETTE LODGE 


ALBERT F. HAYNES 
Historian 


An Olid Home night, such a re- 
union of its members, old and young, 
as Pequossette Lodge of Freema- 
sons, in Watertown, Mass., never 
held before, and probably will not 
sce again for some years to- come, 
made a joyful, brilliant occasion of 


the fiftieth anniversary of that fra- 
ternal body. 

Out of a total of 270 members, 
200 met in the town hall at 6 o'clock, 
on the afternoon of Dec. 12, to par- 
take of a bountiful dinner. Wor. Mas- 
ter William D. Swan, who aided by 
his faithful committees had labored 
well to secure success, glowed with 
pride ana pleasure as he sat at the 
head table with a long line of past 
masters at his right and left hand. 

Toasts were drank, with water, to 
the Master, the Past Masters, the 
Lodge and the Grand Lodge. The 
senses were exhilarate:l, but not in- 
toxicated. 

At 7.45, the party assembled in 
the lodge room, a short distance 
from the town hall. 
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First came the regular business of 
an annual meeting, when the follow- 
ing were re-elected for the ensuing 
year: Wor. William D. Swan, W. 
M.; Bro, Claude H. Clark, S. W.; 
Bro. Charles A. York, J. W.; Bro. 
William E. Farwell, Treas.; Wor. S. 
Eugene Proctor, Sec. 

Then wes heard a knock—or three 
rather—on the door and Deputy 
Grand Marshal was admitted, who 
announced the unexpected. but wil- 
come visit of Grand Master John 
Albert Blake, in company with Dis- 
trict Deputy George P. Whitmore. 

They were introduced by a com- 
mittee, received with warm applause 
and remained until the program of 
the evening was rendered. 

The Grand Master jocosely said 
that he, with his two visiting as- 
sociates, not having been formally 
invited, had “entered into a horrid 
conspiracy” to attend this important 


anniversary. Later, he spoke en- 
eneouragingly of the project of es- 
tablishing a Masonic Home in 


Massachusetts. 

Past Master Charles Brigham 
gave interesting reminiscences of the 
carly members of the lodge. He al- 
so with congratulatory remarks pre- 
sented to Wor. Master Swan a past 
master's jewel, 

Wor. Bro. Benjamin H. Dow. 
speaking in behalf of the “wives. 
daughters and sweethearts” of the 
lodge members, presented fifty dol- 


lars in gold to the lodge. This sur- 
prise gift from the ladies was in the 
form of twenty $2.50 gold pieces, ar- 
ranged in a velvet case to represent 
a Masonic square and compasses. 
After a finely rendered solo by 


Bro. W. H. S. Hill, with violin ac- 
companiment by Bro. R. G. Horne, 
there was an historical address by 
Wor. Bro. Alberto I. Haynes, a 
Past Master of the lodge. [from it 
the following absiract was taken: 

Organized I-reemasonary mae its 
bow in Watertown with the institu- 
tion of Meridian lodge, the date oi 
iis charter being Dec. 11, 1797. Its 
jurisdiction extended from Water: 
town to Concord. During the anti- 
Masonic period of 1827 and later, 
the meetings were held alternately 
im Watertown and Natick, either at 
private houses or public halls. The 
lurniture was transported in teams, 
the lodge members cariying guns for 
the protection of themselves and 
their goods. 

Fire destroyed the iurnishings and 
charter, but the vitality of the lodge 
was not disturbed. The excitement 
ever Morgan's mysterious disap- 
pearance died away.  Freemasonary 
regained the public good will, and 
finally Meridian lodge chose Natick 
as its permanent abiding place. It 
has grown into a strong active body, 
occupying clegant ~—and_ spacious 
quarter A number of v 


ars ag 
Pequossette Lodge of Watertown 
sent a committce to Natick, to pre- 
sent the original gavel to Meridian 


Lodge. Jn return for this courtesy. 
the Natick Lodge formally presented 
to the lodge at Watertown a beauti- 
fully engressed testimenial of thanks 
and esteem. 

lor twenty or more years Water- 
town had no lodge of its own, until 
1857, when Pequossette Lodge was 
constituted. 

The preliminary meeting was held 


Fiftieth Anniversary of Pequossette Lodge 175 


in Constitution Hall, Dana block, on 
Dee. 17, 1856; the first regular meet- 
ing Jan. 13, 1 


7. and after working 


‘year under dispensation, a charter 
was granted under date of Dee. 9, 


57. the lodge being duly constitut- 
ed Dec. 23, 1857. 

The nineteen charter members 
wercamongtheleading business men 
of the town; no one of them is living 
now. 

The first Master was William 
Webster, principal of the high 
echool, recently come from Lexing- 


WILLIAM D. SWAN 
Worshiptul Master, 1907, 


ton. He took his degrees in Pet- 
tee’s Lodge, so called because the 
communications were held in the 
residence of Wor. Bro. Pettee, West 
Cambridge. 

This is interesting as showing the 
disadvaniages under which the fra- 
ternity labored in the first hali of the 
Ph neteenth century. In the same line 
may be recorded the Sunday even- 
ing meetings of Watertown Free- 
masons during a portion of that 


troublous time, to rehearse the 
lectures of the three blue lodge de- 
2rees, 

Pequossette Lodge has prospered 
with the passing years. On Sept. 8, 
1870, itremovedinto much pleasanter 
rooms, newly constructed, in the 
Noyes building. Many  delightiul 
cvenings were spent there. The of- 
ficers were efficient, the work was 
excellently exemplified, while the 
Saturday evening  sodalities, and 
other social and festive occasions, 
were greatly enjoyed. 

But as the membership grew the 
accommodationsseemedtobe cramp- 
ed, resulting in a movement, quite 
carnest for the building of a new 
Masonic Hall, by members of the 
fraternity. It was felt to be too much 
oi a venture, and was reluctantly 
abandoned, 

Good results came from the agita- 
tion, however. Two of its members, 
the Otis brothers, after consultation 
with the lodge, decided to erect a 
block for their own business uses, 
with offices on the second floor and 
a fine hall, banquet room and ante- 
rooms in the third story. 

Pequossette Lodge held a fair in 
December, 1889, which netted $1500. 
This was used to decorate and fur- 
nish the new abode. On Jan. 29, 
1890, in honor of, and compli- 
mentary to the ladies, whose cordial 
aid had rendered the fair such a suc- 
a public installation and recep- 
tion was held. It was a gala event. 
Rt. Wor, Bro. Wyzeman Marshall, 
the noted clocutionist, giving a bril- 


liant rendering of the ritual. The 
company present numbered 250. 
On Feb, 26, 1850, the lodge rooms 
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were dedicated with impressive cere- 
monies by Grand Master Samuel 
Wells, assisted by the grand officers. 
\t the banquet which followed, Wor. 
Master Herbert H. Sawyer read a 
newspaper account of a dedication 
by Meridian Lodge in Watertown, 
in 1798. 

The new quarters were more 
spacious by far than those previously 
occupied, of attractive appearance 
and very convenient. In them the 
growth of the lodge has been re- 
markable. Its membership has more 
than doubled. In August, 1890, the 
membership was 121, the preceding 
22 years having shown a net gain of 
only 33. During the 17 years since 
there has been an increase of 167, 
the total now being 268. The three 
years most prolific with new admis- 
sions were those ending with Au- 
gust, 1896, under Wor. Master 
Charles F, Bustin, 24; August, 1902, 
when Wor. Master S. Eugene Proc- 
tor certified to 23; and August, 1906, 
with 24, as credited to Wor. Master 
Joseph W, Gerry. 

Such a growth has naturally filled 
Whatever vacuum may have at first 
existed in the lodge and banquet 
rooms, which have on several oc- 
casions been overcrowded. Relief 
has been sought in various ways, but 
not with full success. The time is 
not distant when there will be an im- 
perative demand for increased ac- 
commodations. 

It is 33 years this month, said the 
Historian, since I became a member 
of the lodge—just two-thirds of the 
half-century which we are now cele- 
brating. Perhaps I am qualified to 
select the dominating personalities 


of the lodge. We are weaving here 
a wonderful tapestry of names, a 
marvelous intermingling of human 
lives. 

I know you will not be envious but 
only applaud me, when I present, as 
the most marked personality of our 
lodge life, our late Rt. Wor. Bro. 
Robert L. Davis. He was in office 
30 years out of the 35 of his mem- 
bership, serving two terms, of two 
years each, as Master—the onry one 
who has been thus honored. Then 


WILLIAM WEBSTER 
Worshipful Master, 1858-59, 


for 22 years he was Marshal, until 
his death in August, 1892. About 
200 Masons attended his funeral in 
the Unitarian Church, most of them 
following the body to the grave in 
Littleton. At that time it was said 
in eulogy: “His record will probably 
never be equalled in Pequossette 
Lodge, and his peculiar and original 
individuality will never be replaced.” 

Imust placein the coronet of lodge 
jewels Wor. Bro. Benjamin H. Dow, 


Fiftieth Anniversary of Pequossette Lodge WH 


for it would ill become us to forget 
to do homage to the living while we 
may. 

Nor can I refrain from mentioning 
my own true companion, and per- 
haps closest personal friend, Wor. 
Bro. Isaac Harrington, of whom it 
was said: “The Master’s jewel never 
lay upon a truer heart.” He became 


-a member here on April 25, 1872, 


and died on July 27, 1895, at Wake- 
field, Mass. 

Time does not permit extended 
eulogies in regard to Bro. William 
H. Howard, a steadfast and devoted 
Mason; Bro, Freeman H. Edgcomb, 
our longest serving Tyler; Bro, Al- 
fred H. A. Groeschner, whose gen- 
erous thought for the needy caused 
him to bequeath $1,000 to Pequos- 
sette Lodge, for its charity fund, and 
nearly $30,000 to found a Home for 
the aged in Watertown; Bros. Hen- 
ry P. Hubbard, James H. Fraser, 
William H. Dadman, John K. Stick- 
ney; Wor. Bros. Charles T. Perkins 
and Robert F. Horne, and others 
who have entered the Celestial 
Lodge above, 

One name must not be forgotten, 
that of our late Chaplain, Rev. Will- 
iam H. Savage. He had ministered at 
many lodge funerals and memorials, 
and on one of these occasions he 
said: “I love this old world, and the 
fellowship we have here. But as the 
years go on, and one after another 
goes thither, I sometimes think I 
should like to be present at a meet- 
ing there” 


“Where all parting, pain and care 
And death and time shall disappear.” 


But I would not have this story 
end in sadness. The true purpose of 
Masonry is to make men happier; 


kinder, better. To the young mem- 
bers it is a source of inspiration; up- 
on the lives of the older members it 
has poured a blessing. Passion, ill 
feeling, jealousy have no abiding 
place in the lodge room. Harmony, 
fraternity, sociability, love for all 
humankind—these are the lessons 
taught, with a view of making the 
world brighter and fairer, life sweet- 
er and more full of cheer. 

And I can iruly say that never was 
the high aim of Freemasonry more 
clearly maintained than it is at the 
present time. The standard of the 
work, the seriousness with which it 
is conducted, the joy and delight of 
cur social gatherings, have never 
been surpassed. Our officers exem- 
plify 1n their conduct the dignity and 
high importance of their office, while 
our nearly 300 members are deeply 
imbued with a worthy spirit of bro- 
therhood. 

May Pequossette Lodge continue 
to increase and multiply in the future 
as it has done in the past. The pros- 
pect is very alluring. Its silver an- 
niversary has long since passed, its 
golden setting of time has come to 
us now, but ahead of us lies the 
diamond jubilee, of which other lips 
than mine shall speak, and many, 
niany fragrant and beautiful years 
beyond, 

The members of the executive 
committee, having charge of this 
very successful golden anniversary 
were as follows: Wor. Bros. Wil- 
liam D. Swan, Alberto F. Haynes, S. 
Eugene Proctor, Edwin K. Mac- 
Nutt and Joseph W. Gerry; Bros. 
Claude H. Clark, Charles A. York, 
William E. Farwell, John A. Bridges, 
Guy H. Nason, James Bailey and 
George H. Dale. 
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‘The Jew and Christian 

Rabbi Eichier speaking of the at- 
titude of Modern Judaism toward 
Christianity says: 

“For many centuries the attitude 
of the Jew and Christian was that of 
distrust and opposition, The Chris- 
tian despised the Jew and believed 
him to bé the devil incarnate. Could 
the Jew reciprocate otherwise than 
dy hatred? The Jew was execrated 
in the church, and Christianity was 
practically ignored in the synagogue. 

“Fortunately things have taken a 
‘turn for the better. The world has 
progressed and man is no longer 
iudged by his creed but by his deed. 
The Jew, too, begins to recognize 
the providential place of Christianity 
in the history of mankind, its great 


work in bringing about what may in- 
deed be designated ‘Christian civili- 
zation,’ In spite of its many blunders 
and cruelties (and the Jew has felt 
them keenly), hristianity spreads 
the Bible to the utmost parts of the 
world, and has made mercy, if not 
into a fact, at least, into a glorious 
ideal to aspire after.” 


A Masonic Pin Ought To 
Mean Something 


After ene of his famous. battles, 
Napoleon Bonaparte gave to each of 
his soldiers a medal bearing the 
words “I was there.” This badge of 


honor was highly prized by the own- 


er because it meant valiant service 


in the cause of the Commander. To- 


- there are hundreds of men wear- 


ing masonic pins simply to herald to 
the world the fact that “I was there. 
But the real question is, do these 


stand for vice in the cause 


badge 


ef masonry? What has the wearer 


done to advance the cause of the 
fraternity and to be of service to his 
fellow man? A masonic pin in the 
coat lapel ought to mean something. 
It is a splendid thing to be a member 
of the great fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons but how much 
ereater is it when he who wears the 
\Mason’s badge has scen_ service.— 


The [linois /reemason. 


LAr 
Iam: how little more I know! 
Whence came I? Whether do I go? 
A centered self, which feels and is: 
A‘cry between the silences ; 
A shadow- birth of clouds at strife 
With sunshine on the hills of life; 
A sharft from Nature’s quiver cast 
Into the Future, from the Past ; 
Between the cradle and the shroud, 


A meteor’s flight from cloud to cloud. 


[ Whittier. 


Good of the Order 


The symbolism of Masonry, which 
is its peculiar mode of instruction, 
mculeates all the duties which. we 
cwe to God as being his children, 
and to men as being their brethren. 


Mackey. 


The principles of Freemasonry are 
as unchangeable and eternal as God 
Himself. They are hoary with age; 
they have endured the crucial tests 
of generation succeeding generation. 
—W. C. Atwood, grand orator, Mis- 


souri. 


T love Masonry because of the 
beauty of thought and language con- 
tained in its Ritual, Nowhere, ex- 
cept in the divinely inspired Word, 
has there been expressed in the lan- 
gauge of man loitier thought or 
purer diction than Masonry express- 
es in its teachings. | love Masonry, 
also, for the solemnity of its cere- 
monies which teach that 


“Life is real, life is earnest 


And the grave is not its goal,” 


thus inspiring man with a true sense 
of his nebility and responsibility. — 
John E. Swanger, grand orator, Mis- 
souri. 


“If we practice in our daily lives 
the principles of ‘Truth, Justice, 
Charity and Brotherly Love taught 
us in our Ritual, then may we con- 
fidently believe that our Grand. Fra- 
ternity will advance to still higher 
and greater usefulness, extending its 
beneficent influences even unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth,. Then 
will all wars. be ended, ‘all. strifes 
cease; and then again will be heard 
universaliy that glad anthem of the 
skies, ‘Peace on earth, good will to 
men.’ ”"—farry Hunt, Grand High 
Priest, Mass. 


“Everywhere that Masonry has 
Leen taught and practiced, the im- 
print of our institution has been in- 
celibly stamped upon the pages of 
history recording growth and prog- 
tess; its adherents, ever and at all 
limes, recognized as standing for the 
highest type of moral development 
and citizenship.”"—Edward Franklin 
Waggoner, Grand Master, Washing- 
ion. 


“In the perpetuation of our frater- 
uity along the lines of the highest 
service to human kind, each one of 
us has his part to play, and be it ever 
so humble, we cannot shirk our re- 
sponsibility nor fail to contribute 
something toward the common 
good."—Walter A. Brown, Grand 
Master, District of Columbia. 
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Notes and Comments. 


FRANCIS S. LORD 
Senior Warden 


Masonic festive occasions are so fre- 
quent at this season that it is hardly pos- 
sible to make a record of all, but some are 
of such prominence and attended with so 
much interest and enthusiasm that we are 
compelled to note them even at the risk 
of neglecting others. 

The popularity of a lodge is always an 
index of the popularity of its principal 
Officers and an evidence of their ability 
and zeal in its behalf. When a lodge is 
brought to the front by their methods, 
by the good work and by the fraternal 
spirit which they inspire in the lodge and 
among the brethren, we recognize their 
value with pleasure. 

Among officers notable in this direc- 
tion are those of Rabboni Lodge, Dor- 
chester, Mass., who were installed Fri- 
day, January 10. The occasion was one 
of marked interest. In addition to the 
brethren of the lodge, many distinguished 

Masons and charming ladies honored the 
event with their presence, and the even- 
ing was one constant pleasure from be- 
ginning to end. About 400 of both sexes 
thronged the series of apartments given 
over to the Craft and four hours passed 
only too quickly in the chain of attrac- 


EDWARD F. NEWTON 
Wor. Master 


GEORGE C. THACHER 
Junior Warden 


tions. The general Reception Committee 
was composed of the Past Masters of the 
lodge. 

The receiving line in the lodge room 
consisted of Worshipful Master Newton 
and Mrs. Benjamin S. Frost, Senior 
Warden Lord and Miss Coffin, Junior 
Warden Thacher and Miss Farnsworth. 

Shortly after 8 Grand Master Blake 
and suite were escorted to the presence 
of the lodge and guests by a committee 
consisting of Past Masters White, Sie- 
bert, Charnock, Puffer, Dodge and Frost. 
Accompanying the Grand Masters were 
William H. L. Odell, Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter; William M. Belcher, Senior Grand 
Warden; Oliver A. Roberts, Junior 
Grand Warden; Walter F. Medding as 
Grand Marshal; Jerome Smith, P.M. of 
Rabboni Lodge; W. Miam Morris, P.M. 
of Adelphi; George A. Patton, P.M. of 
Robert Lash; W. F. Schallenbach, P.M. 
of Union; J. S. H. Leard, P.M. of Eliot; 
Edward J. Fudge, P.M. of Putnam, and 
Arthur L. Pond, W.M. of Union. 

There was a most cordial greeting from 
Worshipful Master Newton and a felici- 
tous response from the Grand Master. 

The ceremony of installation was con- 
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ducted by Past Master Herbert M. 
Dodge, with Past Master Benjamin S. 
Frost as Marshal. The following is the 
organization for 1908: Edward Frederick 
Newton, W.M.; Francis Stephen Lord, 
S.W.; George Churchill Thacher, J.W.; 
George H. Alexander, Freasurer; Arthur 
W. Hunt, Secretary; Rev. James Hux- 
table, Chaplain; Frank I, Black, S.D.; 
George T. Wiley, J.D.; Walter Blair, 
S.S.; Charles S. Winne, J.S.; Charles W. 
Fernald, I.S.; Benjamin C. Bird, Tyler. 

It was the 21st consecutive term for 
Treasurer Alexander. The Organist 
played “Auld Lang Syne” as the Tyler 
advanced to receive his collar, and while 
the official was on the way to his station 
the audience joined heartily in singing a 
verse of the same song, much to his grat- 
ification. 

A massive gold Past Master’s jewel, 
the gift of Rabboni Lodge, was presented 
the Worshipful Master by the installing 
officer in terms of the most eulogistic na- 
ture, in which the speaker alluded to the 
debt of gratitude which the lodge owed 
to its present head. He hoped it would 
be an honor to the recipient in years to 
come as it was a pleasure to the bearer 
of it in bestowing the memento. The re- 
ply was no less an expression of sincere 
gratitude to the lodge and the sentiment 
uttered in bestowal of the jewel than it 
was an earnest of what might be expected 
in the future in upbuilding the member- 
ship. 

Grand Master Blake was introduced as 
one who stands pre-eminently at the 
head of Freemasonry in Massachusetts— 
not only in a personal sense but as the 
noble mind under whose guidance the 
Craft had prospered exceedingly. He 
was thanked for having elevated to a seat 
on his right hand Rt. Worshipful W. H. 
L. Odell, a member of Rabboni Lodge, 
who had been chosen as Deputy Grand 
Master. 

To the glowing words the Grand Mas- 
ter said he must confess he found it diffi- 
cult to strike the gait of enthusiasm that 
seemed to prevail. He hadn't the least 
doubt of the sincerity of the sentiment 
uttered and he would fail to be human if 


he did not show his appreciation. He 
congratulated Worshipful Master Newton 
on his good work and believed that he had 
earned, and well earned, the right to wear 
a Past Master’s jewel. He was also en- 
titled to a Past Master's diploma, which 
would come in due time. 

Rey. Mr. Huxtable, the Chaplain, spoke 
happily and the exercises terminated in 
the presentation of a bouquet to the 
Grand Master, for Mrs. Blake, the Wor- 
shipiul Master, amid applause, saying that 
he would forestall such action by handing 
it to that lady herself. Then Past Master 
Frost and Past Master Dodge were like- 
wise remembered, with instructions to 
make similar dispositions of the floral 
tributes, 

An opportunity was afforded many of 
the company to meet Grand Master Blake 
and Worshipful Master Newton. 

The program of the evening was con- 
cluded by dancing, in which a large num- 
ber participated, until the hand of the 
clock pointing to midnight suggested a 
departure for home. 


Wor. Brother Samuel H. Spring is so 
well known as the unique secretary of 
the First Worshipful Masters’ Associa- 
tion, Boston, that some may think that 
it is his only vocation. They are wrong. 
Brother Spring is not only a remarkable 
secretary, but is also a remarkably fine 
tailor, as he will show you if you will call 
on him. Read his card in another place. 


We are glad to announce that Past 
Grand Commander, Right Eminent E. 
Bently Young is gradually recovering 
from his very protracted and severe ill- 


ness. He hopes to attend to his profes- 
sion soon. 


Notice the advertisement of the Ambler 
Myriagraph. It is a remarkably useful 
machine, We have used it and know its 
value. It is not only useful in business 
offices but is valuable to lodge secre- 
taries. Notices of special meetings can 
be issued at once by this machine at a 
very low cost. 


— 
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Our office is favored with the “‘Pro- 
ceedings” of a large number of the Ma- 
sonic grand bodies of the United States. 
A considerable portion of these proceed- 
ings is given up to the reports of the 
committee on correspondence, which are 
always interesting for many reasons. We 
always turn first to the remarks made 
about Massachusetts, as we wish to know 
how our actions are estimated by Masons 
of other jurisdictions. 

We sometimes find words of approval. 
sometimes words of advice and often ex- 
cellent ideas and loity sentiments for con- 
sideration and sometimes we get an un- 
expected rap. In the “Proceedings” of 
one of the Western Grand Lodges, that 
has recently come to us, we notice an 
estimate of a “banqueting parson” that 
was perhaps intended as a hit for the 
“parsons” who were referred to. The 
writer, reviewing the Grand Feast held 
one year ago, mentions several of the 
speakers, naming ameng then three 
clergymen and says: “The speeches were 
all vivacious, illustrated’ by anecdotes, 
and one or two of them quite spiritual in 
tone... . We have heard it said that a 
banqueting parson, famous for post- 
prandial oratory, is never remarkable for 
the revival meetings he holds nor for the 

number of souls he brings to Christ.” 

We might reply to this writer that the 
“parson’s” usefulness is measured by di!- 


ierent standards. The revival meeting is 
not consi ‘ered by every one as the best 
means for developing perfect manly char- 
acter. Honest lives, kindly actions and 
cheerful dispositions form the Christ 
character that the world needs. and when 
men have those characteristics they cone 


Ss. 


to Christ practically. If our “parsons” by 
their che 


fulness, their sociability and 
also by their post-prandial speeches lead 
men to strive for these qualities they are. 
in our judgment, conducting the best re- 
vival meetings the world can have. 


One of the most important Masonic 
junctions of the year in Massachusetts is 
the observance of the feast of St. John 
the Evangelist, which occurs on the 27th 
of December. On this date the Grand 


Master announces the names of his ap- 
pointed officers. on this date they are in 
stalled and on this Cate especial honor is 


corded to the name of the Evangelist 
as a patron of Freemasonry. 
The Grand Lodge 


embled at 4 
o'clock in the afternoon, when the cere- 
mony of installation of the officers was 
carried out with great Cignity. Past 
Grand Master, R.W. Baalis Sanford was 
called on to install the M.W. Grand 
Master and discharged that duty in a 
pleasing manner, although he was suffer- 
ing from a severe cold at the time. The 
other officers were installed by the Gran? 
Master and the Deputy Grand Master. 
The officers of the Grand Lodge are as 
follows: MW, John Albert Blake. 
Grand Master; R.W. William M. Belcher. 
Senior Grand Warden: R.W. Olivér A. 
Roberts, Junior Grand Warden; R.W. 
Charles H. Ramsa Grand Treasurer: 
R.W. Sereno D. Nickerson, Reeording 
Gran? Secretary: R.W. W'llian H. L. 
Odell, Deputy Grand Master: R.W. Wil- 
liam LL. Richardson, Corresponding 
Grand Secretary. The Right Worshipful 
District Deputy Grand Masters are as 
follows: Leon M. Abbott, Henry M. 
Nourse, James Gould, Frel C. Garvin. 
William F. Jarvis. Charles B. Dunham. 
Harry P. Ballard, Robert K. Sears, Benj. 
J. Warton, Nelson J. Hunt. Horace S. 
Bacon, Allan G. Buttrick, Joseph G. 
Stoddard, Herbert O. Hicks, Charles H. 
Cooper, Clarence A. Brodeur, Edgar J. 
Buck, Fdward M. Woodward, Homer S. 
Joslin, Seymour A. Knowles, Thomas 
Deane, Oscar A. Marden. E‘ward C. 
Martin, Herbert F. French, Tdward B. 
Pratt. Albert F. Dow, William J. Look. 
Harrie D. Handy, Day'd Urquhart. and 
George A. Derby. W-.Rev. Edward A. 
Horton and W-.Rev. William H, Rider. 
D. D., Grand Chaplains: W. Melvin M. 
Johnson, Grand Marshal: W. Chauncey 
FE. Peck and W. Frederic L. Putnam. 
Grand Lecturers; W. R. Walter Hilliard. 
Snior Grand Deacon: W. Charles T. C. 
Whitcomb, Junior Grand Deacon; W. 
Willian L. Walker. Senior Grand Stew- 
art; W. William S. Heath. W. Nesbit G 
Gleason and W. Edward B. Maglathlin. 


Notes 


Junior Grand Stewards: W. George H. 
Graves. Grand Sword-bearer: W. E. 
Ernest Murray. Grand Standard-bearer: 
W. Albert W. Flint and W. Alvah Hoyt. 
Grand Pursuivants: Bro. William H. Ger- 
tish, Grand Organist: W. George W. 
Chester. Grand Tyler. 

At the conclusion of the installation 


the brethren proceeded to the banquet 
hall where about 250 were seated at the 
tables. The grand master extended a 
cordial welcome. Speeches were made 
by RW. Sereno D. Nickerson. W. 
Charles TI. Litchfield. grand commander 
of the Grand Commandery of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Tsland, Rev. Dr. Rider. 
Speaker Cole of the Massachusetts House 
of representatives. Rev. Mr. Hudson of 
Newton, Distriet Deputy Grand Master 
Prodeur and = Grand = Marshal) Johnson. 
The address of Brother Nickerson was of 


marked interest. Te spoke in a rem‘nis- 
cent vein, carryi 
1860, when he w 


the company back to 


as semor warden of his 
lodge and relating many notable incidents 
in the life of Grand Mester John T, 
Heard. in office from 1857 to 1859. He 
it was who instituted these feasts. The 


y the 
progress that the craft had made in the 


address told in a comprehensive w: 


intervening years, and imparted informa 
tion as to the erection of the various 
Masonic temples. 

They had in Massachusetts in the first 
century of the grand lodge. the most 
famous series of grand masters that ever 
fell to the lot of any state. He closed by 
proposing the health of Grand Master 
Biake, andl it was duly honored. 

At the close of the speech making the 
mystic was formed and with hands 
clasped all joined in singing “Auld Lang 
Syne.” 


No meeting ever held by Winslow 
Lewis Lodge of Boston will be longer 
remembered or with greater interest than 
that of Friday. December 13. when all of 
the chairs of its officers were filled by 
Past Masters of the lodge. The crown- 
ing interest of the occasion was in the 
presence of the brother who was seated 
in the chair of the Worshipful Master. it 
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SERENO D. NICKERSON 
Grand Secrerary 


being Right Worshipful Sereno D. Nick- 
erson, the distinguished Grand Secretary 
ant Past Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts. 

It was the first time in forty-four years 
that Brother Nickerson had taken any 
part in the exemplification of lodge work 


and it is safe to say that at no time in 
his younger day 


was his work watched 
with deeper interest or he regarded with 
greater respect than at this time. 

The Past Masters associsted with 
Brother Nickerson were: G. B. Ma- 
comber as Senior Warden, Wolter L. 
Frost as Junior Warden. L. C. Kimball 
as Treasurer, George T. Coppins as Sec- 
retarv. George H. Graves as Chanlain. 
Thomas C. Cummings as Marshal. Daniel 
Ts. Sttain as Séuior Deacon, Georee W. 
Tirrell as Junior Deacon, William C. 
Shillaber as Senior Steward. Abrahan 
Byfield as Junior Steward, Warren F. 
Gay as Inside Sentinel. Other Past Mas- 
ters of the lodee present were: George 
R. McFarlin, C. W. Galloupe and Perey 
E. Walbridge. 

There was a distinguished assembly of 
brethren present, including all the Past 
Masters of Winslow Lewis Lodge excent 
two, and nearly all of the Masters of the 
lodges in the temple. 


Brother Henry W. Gore, Jr.. the ar- 
chitect of the unique Masonic Temple 
recently dedicated at Braintree, Mass.. is 
receiving many compliments for his build- 
ing. It is the most novel and perhaps the 
most practical for the cost in the state 
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The regular Semi-Annual Communica- 
tion of the Grand Lodge of Masons of 
New Hampshire was held at Manchester, 
December 27. The attendance was ex- 
ceptionally large, the brethren coming 
from every part of the state. 

It was the customary great social gath- 
ering, for little business is done at the 
semi-annual communication, which is es- 
pecially for the purpose of exemplifying 
the degrees. This work is done by picked 
lodges, lodges whose work ranks far up 
at the top. The exhibition of degree 
work given was a school of instruction of 
the utmost value. 

There was a brief business session in 
the morning and the working of the de- 
grees in the afternoon and evening. 

Between the morning and afternoon 
sessions there was a meeting of the trus- 
tees of the Masonic home. A meeting of 
the corporation had already been held and 
the trustees whose terms had expired had 
been re-elected. 

Reports showed the affairs of the home 
to be in a most satisfactory condition. 

Grand officers present were Grand 
Master William A. Plummer of Laconia; 
the Deputy Grand Master, Frederick W. 
Sawyer, Milford; the Senior Grand 
Warden, Edwin F. Jones, Manchester; 
the Junior Grand Warden, Charles H. 
Wiggin, Concord; the Grand Treasurer, 
Frederick J. Shepard, East Derry; the 
Grand Secretary, Frank D. Woodbury, 

Concord, with a long list of District 

Deputy Grand Masters and other ap- 

pointed officers, 

Past Grand Masters in attendance, with 
the years in which they served, were as 


follows: Solon <A. Carter, Concord, 
1878-9; John F. Webster, Concord, 
1883-4; George .W. Currier, Nashua, 


7888-9; Frank D. Woodbury of Concord 
1890-1; John Pender, Concord, 1892-3; 


Charles C. Hayes, Manchester, 1804-5; - 


Henry A. Marsh, Nashua, 1896-7; former 
Gov. John McLane, Milford, 1898-9; 
George I. McAllister, Manchester, 1900; 
Henry B. Quinby, Lakeport, 1901; Henry 
I. Haselton, Manchester, 1904; Ira A. 
Chase, Bristol, 1905. 

The list of those present includes all 


but three of those living, John H. Rowell 
of Franklin, 1866-7; Senator Henry E. 
Burnham, Manchester, 1885; and Harry 
M. Cheney, Lebanon, 1904. 

The day was a particularly pleasant one 
for the Grand Master, William A. Plum- 
mer, who is soon to take his seat on the 
superior court bench. He received hun- 
dreds of congratulations from the breth- 
ren of the Grand Lodge. 

The annual dinner, which was a sub- 
stantial repast, was served at 6.30 o’clock 
to about 600 persons, who were seated 
at the tables. 

One of the pleasant features of Grand 
Lodge day is the day-long reception 
which Tyler John Gillis holds. It’s an 
informal affair, of course, but everyone 
who has attended the Grand Lodge once 
knows him and he remembers most all 
of them. There is a continual exchange 
of greetings and good wishes. 


Past Grand Master Benj. I. Turner 
installed the officers of the old historic 
St. John’s Lodge, No. 2, at Middletown, 
Conn., Friday, January 10. He was as- 
sisted by Past Master Worshipful J. T. 
Elliott as Marshal. Officers installed 
were: Walter E. Blake, Worshipful 
Master; George J. Schaefer, Senior 
Warden; L. O. Davis, Treasurer; Ira L. 
Gardiner, Secretary; Eben Jackson, 
Senior Deacon; E. Q. Jackson, Junior 
Deacon; Willard Pease, Tyler. 


Wor. Brother Walter B. Tripp, Past 
Master of Mt. Lebanon Lodge, Boston, 
and a member of the Faculty of Emerson 
College of Oratory, is making a profes- 
sional trip in the South and will go as 
far as Texas. Brother Tripp has a high 
reputation as student and teacher in his 
profession. 


The Trestle Board of San Francisco, 
Christmas number, comes to us greatly 
enlarged and with a good number of ad- 
vertisements. It is a handsome produc- 
tion and gives impression of prosperity 
which we hope they may be able to gus- 
tain. 
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Thirteen is often 


called an unlucky 
number. 


This cannot hereafter be the 
opinion of the recent District Deputy 
Grand Master of the toth (Mass.) Ma- 
sonic District, for thirteen of the Wor- 
shipiul Brethren who have served as 
Masters of the lodges in that district dur- 
ing the past two years have destroyed 
every unlucky significance of the number 
for Wor. Bro. George H. Perkins by giv- 
ing him one of the pleasantest experi- 
ences of his Masonic career. 


The occa- 
sion 


a complimentary dinner in the 
old historic Phillips Inn at Andover on 
Tuesday, January 7. 


The invited guests were Most Worship- 


GEORGE H. PERKINS 


jul John Albert Blake, Grand Master of 
Masons in Massachuset s; Hon. John N. 
Cole, Speaker of the 


Massachusetts 
House of 


Representatives; Arthur G. 
Pollard of Lowell, permanent member of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and 
Nelson J. Hunt of Haverhill, the present 
District Deputy Grand Master of the roth 
Masonic District. 

The thirteen brethren who organized 
the dinner were: Wor. Brothers Frank- 
lin Woodman, Willie A, Trow, Nesbit G. 
Gleason, Fred R. Warren, Andrew W. 
Campbell, George P. Dunham, Edward 
A. Bower, John C. Haughton, Benjamin 
B. Gilman. Sam <A, McGregor, William 


A. Glover, Fred S. Smith and Roland A. 
Prescott. Worshipful Nesbit G. Gleason 
of St. Mathew’s Lodge, Andover, who 
was the leading spirit in arranging for 
the dinner, served as toast-master. 

The toasts were novel and were re- 
sponded to by the following: 

“Masons in Massachusetts.” 

The spirit in the level on which we 
meet has ever been kept quick, the point 
of the plumb on which we act has ever 
been kept sharp, the square upon which 
we part has ever been kept true under 
his leadership—Most Worshipful Grand 
Master John Albert Blake. 

“The State.” 
Speaker John N. Cole. 
“True Masonry and Business Integrity.” 

Mark character by success or success 
by character, and the foundation will ever 
be the same. The trusts of true Masonry 
and the trusts of business integrity rest 
on one and the same foundation and he 
who would lead in one must live in the 
other.—Arthur G, Pollard of Lowell. 
“Masonry and Her Supporters.” 

With a faith that stands fast, with a 
confidence in the high worth of the insti- 
tution for which he labors, the true Ma- 
Son never shirks, never falters, but ever 
Presses on.—George H. Perkins. 

“In the Active Field.” 

He who would lead, must have been 
trained in that field where faithful service 
and loyalty to his leaders have proven 
his right. 

Upon the loyalty of his supporters is 
dependent his success, upon his leadership 
is dependent the best growth of his sup- 
porters.—Nelson J. Hunt of Haverhill, 
District Deputy Grand Master for 1908. 

Worshipful Brother Perkins was born 
in North Andover, He was educated in the 
public schools of the town. He has been 
in the drug business for the past 25 years, 
and has served as town treasurer for 17 
years. He is one of the most prominent 
Masons of his district, being a member 
of Cochichewick Lodge, A. F. and A. M., 
Mt. Sinai Royal Arch Chapter, Lawrence 
Council and Bethany Commandery, the 
Scottish rite and the Mystic Shrine. 
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The annual ladies’ night of St. John’s 
Lodge, Boston, was observed Monday, 
January 6, and as usual was a delightful 
success. 

The entire temple was thrown open for 
the visitors—the spacious parlors, Corin- 
thian, Gothic and Ionic halls, the recep- 
tion rooms and armories of Boston, St. 
Bernard and De Molay commanderies. 

The special guests in attendance were 
Grand Master J. Albert Blake, Deputy 
Grand Master W. H. L. Odell, Senior 
Grand Warden William M. Belcher, 
Junior Grand Warden Oliver A. Roberts, 
Past Grand Warden James M. Gleason, 
District Deputies Leon M. Abbott and 
Henry M. Nourse, Grand Marshal Mel- 
vin M. Johnson, Grand Deacon R. Wal- 
ter Hilliard, Grand Tyler George W. 
Chester and the presiding officers of 
nearly every body mecting in the temple. 

After the informal receptions, the chief 
one being in Corinthian Hall, Worshipful 

Master Roberts, with Mrs. Roberts, and 

Grand Master Blake, with Mrs. Blake, 

led the way to the banquet room. At the 

chief table were seated the grand lodge 
officers and other prominent guests. The 
banquet was followed by an excellent en- 
tertainment and by dancing. A large 
number of brethren composed the com- 
mittees in charge of the affairs of the 
evening, chief among whom were Leon- 
ard G. Roberts, Worshipful Master; Fred- 
erick J. Brand, Senior Warden and John 
C. Hurll, Junior Warden. 


\t least 700 brethren attended the De- 
cember rendezvous of Massachusetts Con- 
sistory, A. A. Scottish Rite, Saturday, De- 
ceimber 


Conspicuous among them were 
numerous active and honorary brethren 
of the 33d degree, several of them being 
residents of other states. The Consis- 
tory was opened at 2 o'clock in the after- 
noon and was not closed until a late hour 
in the evening. A banquet was served at 
the close of the afternoon session. An 


elegant 33d degree jewel was presented 
to Josiah T. Dyer, 33d. at the opening of 
the evening session. 

The committee delegated with the duty 


of procuring it consisted of Illustrious 
Past Commander Rinaldo B. Richardson, 
Richard Hapgood and Ernest L. Davis. 
To the Senior Past Commander, Albert 
L. Richardson, was assigned the honor 
of tendering the gift. He referred to the 
score of years during which the recipient 
had been so energetic in behalf of the 
consistory, and his official duties had been 
performed in a manner that met with the 
approbation of his fellow members and 
associate officers. 

In that time the consistory had been 
greatly strengthened and much of this the 
speaker attributed to the efforts of the 
one they had so singled out for approval. 
l was received most gratefully. 


The je 
and the consistory was assured that the 
gift would be cherished while life lasted. 


Brother George M. Osgoodby and Mrs. 
Osgoodby celebrated the fiftieth anni- 
versary of their wedding at their home 
in New York on January 7. Four gen- 
erations of the family were in attendance 
and the occasion was one of great joy to 
all who were present, particularly so be- 
cause the recently improved health of 
Bro. Osgoodby made it possible for the 
observance of the celebration. Brother 
Osgoodby is well known to the Masons 
of the country by reason of his work’ for 
the Order. He has been conspicuous in 
the Cryptic rite and has been Grand 
Master of the General Grand Couneil of 
Royal and Select Masters of the United 
States. 


The new Masonic temple, Dover, N. 
H., which has been built upon the foun- 
dations and portions of the walls of the 
handsome six-story temple destroyed by 
fire March 29, 1906, entailing losses to 
the Masonic building as 
tenants aggregating about $225,000, is 
now almost completed. 

The new temple is one of the finest of 
the kind in the state. It has been more 


sociation and the 


than a year in building. It is expected 
that the building will be occupied about 
February 1. 
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The installation of the officers of Bel- 
mont Lodge, Belmont, Ma on Thurs- 
day evening, January 2, was an occasion 
of more than common interest and at- 


.tvacted the attention of many Masons 


who are members of other organizations, 
notably of Dorchester R. A, Chapter, 
which was well represented by a delega- 
tion of the members of that body. The 
terest of the Dorchester body comes 
from the fact that the new Master of Bel- 
mont Lodge is also a popular officer in 
Dorchester Chapter. 

The installation of the officers was by 
RW. rett C. Benton, Past Deputy 
Grand Master of the Grand , 


Lodge of 
Massachusetts and Wor. Melvin M. John- 


son, Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge. 
The officers of the lodge installed were: 
George M. Rogers, Worshipful Master: 
Fred E. Poor, Senior Warden; Charles 
E. Sherman, Junior Warden; James i, 
Locke, Treasurer, for the 32d time; Wor 
Charles H. Houlahan. Secretary; Rex 
Jesse Coker, Chaplain: Wor. Irving B, 
Frost, Marshal; Royal T. Brodrick, 
Senior Deacon; Harry C. Taylor, Junior 
Deacon; Fred S, Pry, Senior Steward: 
Clarence A. Russell, Junior Steward; 7 
Frank Edgar, Inside Sentinel; Henry —F 
Arenstrop, Tyler, 17th time. The ifgtal 
lation of Brother Rogers as Master by 
Right Wor, Bro, Benton was an event of 
especial interest on aceount of the close 
family ties and the intimate business rela- 
tions which exist between the two, All 


of the other officers were installed 
Wor. Bro. 


Locke 


by 
Johnson. Wor. Frank (oF 
was Marshal for both installing 
Officers. The retiring Worshipful Master. 
Wor. Bro. Horace Parker, was presented 
With a Past Master's jewel and 
Handsome bouquets were 
the installing officers and 


apron, 
presented to 
a banquet was 
served, followed by brilliant and inter- 
esting speeches, Notable among the 
Speakers was RW. William F. Jarvis, the 
District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Fifth District, Wor. Brother Rogers was 
the recipient of a Heautiful floral tribute 
Presented by Bro. William. F, Schallen- 
bach in behalf of the Dorchester breth- 
ren, The retiring Master presented the 


lodge with small gold jewels, to be worn 
by the officers when attending the Grand 
Lodge, and on other appropriate occa- 
sions to indicate their official positions. 
The gift was accepted by the lodge with 
expressions of appreciation. All the 
events of the evening were well -con- 
ceived and successfully carried out and 


afforded great pleasure to all who were 
present, 


The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan has obtained a notoriety that 
we think cannot be pleasant to him by 
ordering Bro. A. G, Pitts, of Detroit, a 
well known Mason and Secretary of Pal- 
estine Lodge, No. 357, to sign a retrac- 
tion Ol certain remarks which he made 
regarding the Grand Lodge of New York 
and the Grand ‘Lodge of Michigan. The 
action of the Grand Master of Michigan 
has been Severely criticised as an unjust 
use of his power and an interference with 
the Tight of every Mason under his juris- 
diction to express his opinion of Grand 
Lodge methods. In the words of one 
writer: “The Grand Master has unfortu- 
nately resorted to the argument of the 
bully with the bludgeon, —'T have the ad- 
vantage; take back your words because 
T tell you top : 


_. Worshipful George W. Chester, Grand 
Tyler, has presented to the Grand Lodge 
Of Massachusetts a handsome _ silver 
trowel to be used in the ceremony of lay- 
Ng corner-stones. No doubt the act of 
Bro. Chester y suggested by some em- 
barrassing experiences where this import- 
ant implement had been forgotten in ar- 
ranging for the ceremony. 

: The trowel presented by Bro. Chester 
is of silver, The inside of the blade has 
an engraved border, surrounding the 
name of the donor and the recipient. The 
presentation was made at the last meet- 
ing of the Grand Lodge. It was accepted 
by Grand Master Blake with graceful ac- 
knowledgment of appreciation and with 
assurance that it will be properly cared 
for and duly transmitted to his successor 
in office. 
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Meridian Lodge, Natick, Mass., cele- 
brated its one hundred and tenth anni- 
versary, Wednesday, December 11, in a 
notable manner. No brethren in this 
jurisdiction are more devoted to their 
lodge or more willing to serve its inter- 
ests than the members of this old lodge, 
and whenever any day of marked im- 
portance is reached or any festival to be 
observed nothing is permitted to obscure 
the importance of the event. The exer- 
cises of the celebration were both social 
and historical. They began at 7 o'clock 
with a reception by Worshipful Master 
Winfield S. Daniels and wife; Senior 
Warden Robert Montgomery and 
daughter; Junior Warden William  B. 
Pratt and wife; Rt. Wor. James Downs 
and wife. During the reception a fine 
musical program was rendered. The re- 
ception was followed by a banquet served 
to nearly 300 persons. After the banquet 
the company returned to Masonic Hall, 
where a welcome was extended by the 
Worshipful Master, who introduced Rt. 
Wor, Charles C. Henry as Master of 
Ceremonies. Brother Henry gave a brief 
history of Meridian Lodge and then in- 
troduced Rt. Wor. Lafayette G. Blair of 
Mt. Olivet Lodge, Cambridge, as the ora- 
tor of the evening. Brother Blair spoke 
in a humorous strain, tracing the history 
of Masonry from Paradise Lodge, No. 1. 
of which Adam was Master and Eve was 
Sentinel down to the present time. The 
history was accepted as gospel truth, 
Other speakers were Wor. Marshal L. 
Perrin and Wor, D. H. L. Gleason. The 
program of the evening was closed with 
dancing, The whole affair was a grand 
success and full of pleasure to members 
and ladies alike. 


The Illinois Freemason thinks that 
ould be taken to insure that lodge 
appropriate, and is rendered at 


care 
music “is 
the right place.” This reminds us that a 


jew years ago, when a Grand Master was 
constituting a new lodge not far from 
New York, the local band felt inspired to 
play “Down Where the Wurzburger 
“dry” stage of the cere- 


Flows” at a very 


monies. The effect was very like what 
would probably ensue if a lodge Organist 
should play, “Throw Him Down, Mc- 
Cluskey.”” Time and place are certainly 
important considerations.—Masonic Stan- 
Gard, 


“Knighthood and Womanhood,” a 
pretty little booklet with holiday greet- 
ings from William B. Melish and Sallie 
G. Melish, Cincinnati, is received with 
much pleasure. In addition to charming 
and appropriate sentiments for Christmas 
and New Year it contains the admirable 
address of R.Em. Sir William B. Melish 
on “Knighthood and Womanhood” deliv- 
ered at the Thirtieth Triennial Conclave 
of Knights Templar at Saratoga, July 10, 
1907. The address is replete with lofty 
sentiments of respect for woman and de- 
yotion to the highest ideals of knightly 
character. 


One of the most enjoyable Masonic 
occasions that has been witnessed in 
Orange Lodge, Orange, Mass., was at 
the official visit of Right Worshipful 
Joseph G. Stoddard in November last. 

Probably something more than 300 
members of the fraternity gathered in the 
lodge room and later in the banquet hall, 
coming from Northfield, Turners Falls, 
Millers Falls, Montague, Greenfield, Erv- 
ing, Athol and other places, as well as 
Orange. 

Rt. Wor. Bro. Stoddard had as. staff 
officers Franklin E. Snow, Junior Warden 
of the Grand Lodge and a Past District 
Deputy. John A. Taggart, who was the 
predecessor of Mr. Stoddard as Deputy, 
Eugene B. Blake, County Commissioner: 
George H. Wilkins. all of them Past 
Masters, and Hon. Herbert C,. Parsons 


Tt was the last official visit of the Dep- 
uty and he reserved it, as such, for senti- 
mental reasons. More than 25 years ago 
he was made a member of the lodge and 
was in 1890-91 its Worshipful Master. 

Among those attending this eyening 
was Charles N. Stoddard, the oldest son 
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of the Deputy, who spent a large part 
of his boyhood in Orange, but who is 
now a member of the Franklin bar with 
a residence in Greenfield. 

Another visitor was Joseph H. Lamb of 
Greenfield, who is 78 years old. He 
stated that he likes to be out with the 
boys. He reached home shortly before 1 
o'clock Tuesday morning. 

Orange Lodge was instituted in 1859. 
It now has a membership of 297 and is in 
a prosperous condition. There is a tra- 
dition that the first Masonic Home of 
Massachusetts was established in Orange 
and the old building used for the home is 
now shown on a postal card. This claim 
is doubted, however, by those who are 
supposed to kuow the facts. 


The Editor of Mizpah has sent to us as 
a Christmas greeting a post card giving 
a view of a beautifully furnished interior, 
We presume it is her own special recep- 
tion room and have no doubt that its 
charming fittings are in perfect accord 
with the refined sentiments that are the 
inspiration for her work for the uplift and 
encouragement of her sex. 


Aberdour Lodge, Boston, has changed 
the style of the notices of its meetings. 
It has now on the first page the authentic 
Coat of Arms of Lord Aberdour, ob- 
tained through the courtesy of Rt. Wor. 
Henry Sadler, librarian of the Grand 
Lodge of England. 

Worshipful Brother Hartung never 


Misses an Opportunity to advance the in- 
terests of his lodge. 


We have received a copy of Edward 
Fitzgerald's “Omar Khayyam.” The edi- 
tion is that of Eben Francis Thompson, 
concerning which the publisher says that 
“In this edition an attempt has been made 
to give the lover of Omar and of Fitz- 
gerald’s wonderful poem a book which 
shall place the Persian sage, the English 
poet and the reader in more intimate 
touch than heretofore.” 

This book will greatly assist the ordi- 


nary reader to comprehend the famous 
poem, as it gives the Persian text of the 
original quatrain both in Nasta’lik and 
Roman letter and a close line for line 
translation facing the Fitzgerald stanza. 
The verse translation of Eben Francis 
Thompson, given as foot-notes, will aid 
in judging how nearly the Fitzgerald 
stanzas approach the Persian poem. Of 
the value of the poem a leading authority 
has said: It is “one of the most interest- 
ing literary productions of the last cen- 
tury . . . will live as perhaps the greatest 
single poem of the Victorian era.” 

The book is beautifully printed on su- 
perior paper and is objectively worthy of 
the character of its contents. 

The book is of particular interest to the 
Masons of Massachusetts, for it is dedi- 
cated to R.W. Charles D. Burrage, Dep- 
uty Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts. 
The dedication is in these words: “To 
My Friend, Charles D. Burrage.” 
Scareely any Brother could be named to 
whom the term “My Friend” carries 
deeper significance; certainly none have 
surpassed him in winning the confidence 
and cordial regard of his Masonic associ- 
ates, 


A meeting of Labarum Conclave of the 
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine 
was held at Manchester, N. H., December 
27 and the following officers were elected 
and installed: W-.P. Sovereign, Solon A. 
Carter, Concord; Viceroy, George I. Me- 
Allister, Manchester; Senior General. 
Charles N. Towle, Concord; Junior Gen- 
eral, George W. Currier, Nashua; High 
Prelate, Josiah L. Seward, Keene; Treas- 
urer, N. P. Hunt, Manchester; Recorder. 
Frank D. Woodbury, Concord; Prefect. 
John McLane, Milford; Standard Bearer. 
Henry A. Marsh, Nashua; Herald, J. F. 
Webster, Concord; Sentinel, Charles C. 
Hayes. 


A very delightiul evening was enjoyed 


by the members of Mt. Lebanon Lodge. 
Boston, Monday, December 30. on which 


‘occasion the brethren with their ladies 
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were present to witness the installation 
of the officers by Most Worshipful John 
Albert Blake, Grand Master, assisted by 
members of his suite. The program in- 
cluded a reception of guests by the offi- 
cers of the lodge and a formal reception 
of the Grand Master and suite. 

After the installation by the Grand 
Master, who was assisted by R.W. Wil- 
liam M. Belcher, Senior Grand Warden; 
RW. William H. L. Odell, Deputy 
Grand Master and W. Walter F. Med- 
ding, Acting Grand Marshal, a banquet 
was served at which the brethren were 
seated at small tables. 

Following the banquet an entertain- 
“ment was given in Gothic Hall, consist- 
ing of pictures by the bioscope, readings 
and music. The 250 persons in attend- 
ance were all highly pleased by the ex 
cises of the evening and it was one of th= 
most satisfactory Ladies’ Nights the 
lodge has ever observed. 
The officers installed were: Joseph 
Totten Paul, Worshipful Master; Frank 
Elijah Buxton, Senior Warden; Charle 
S. Hadaway, Junior Warden; Charles W. 
Parker, Treasurer; Wor. Warren B. Ellis, 
Secretary; Wor. Charles J. Miller, Chap- 
ain; Wor, Walter B. Tripp, Marshal: 
“turence B. Flint, Senior Deacon; Har- 
rington D, Learnard, Junior Deacon; Ey- 
erett W. Crawford, Senior Steward: 
‘rank A. North, Junior Steward; Charles 
W. Searles, Inside Sentinel: Charles S. 
ohnson, Organist and Edward F. Jacobs. 
Tyler. 


y 


We sometimes have heard brethren 
speak of the Order of the Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine as an organization of no 
particular good to its members or to 
Freemasonry, to which it is in a way re- 
Inted. It may change the opinion of such. 
in a measure 


to hear of some things 
done by Medinah Temple of Chicago. 
which we believe is the largest temple of 
the order in this country. Among the 
things to be commended has been a 


course of illustrated lectures which have 
been given on Sunday afternoons for the 
pleasure and instruction of the Nobles 


and their families and still better was a 
Christmas dinner giyen to about three 
hundred of the poor children of Chicago, 
who were also given a basket of good 
things to carry home to their parents. 
with 10 cents to pay their car fare. In 
addition to this Medinah sent to 257 fam- 
ilies a half ton of coal and as the Poten- 
tate, Dr. J. B. McFatrich, said: “Could 
you have interviewed many of the recipi- 
ents, I know you would feel that this was 
the greatest work the Shrine ever did.” 
An interesting fact connected with the 
distribution of the Christmas baskets was 
that they were given without reference to 
creed or religion and in no instance to a 
Mason or his family, the only password 
being “worthy.’’ Another instance of the 
generosity of the Temple was in holding 
a musicale for the benefit of widows and 
orphans caused by the great disaster at 
Monongah, W. Va., which netted more 
than $200. Such acts bring honor to the 


Nobles of Medinah and are worthy of’ 


imitation by others, 


About seventy members of the Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island Association of 
Past Commanders dined at Young’s Ho- 
tel December 19, with Em. Sir Edward 
P. Sherburne in the Chair. 

A memorial on Past Commander Jo- 
seph W. Hill of Coeur de Lion Com- 
mandery, Charlestown, who died October 
27. was presented by the committee. 

After the banquet there was an inter- 
esting lecture by John Tenry Westall, 
U. S..N., retired, of Washington Com- 
mandery, Washington, D. C., his subject 
being, “The Lost Fleet at Samoa.’ It 
amply illustrated by 
afforded an attractive diversion. 


wa 


stereopticon and 


\n interesting phase of the new “tem- 
perance” landmark which is being set up 
in many jurisdictions is exhibited in 
Idaho, where a lodge refused to receive 
a petition because the applicant “had ac- 
cepted a position as engineer in a brew- 
ery.” The Grand Master decided that the 
lodge was right. In the evolution of this 
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new landmark, the time may come when, 
if the wicked engineer of a brewery 
should buy groceries of a Master Mason, 
the offending grocer will be fired out of 
the fraternity——Masonic Standard. 


The Masons of New Jersey are obliged 
to keep their mouths closed pretty tight, 
for it appears to be a Masonic offense in 
that 
the officers of a lodge. We are informed 
that Grand Master Austin H. McGregor 
recently suspended the charter of Tri- 
luminer Lodge of Newark, one of the 
strongest of the Masonic local bodies. It 
is understood that the Grand Master's ac- 
tion was taken to punish Triluminer 
Lodge and its members for permitting 
the facts concerning a recent lodge elec- 
tion to get into the public press. 

At the last session of the Grand Lodge 
steps were taken to prevent any Masonic 
matters happening in the lodge room 
from becoming subjects of newspaper ar- 
ticles. Later Grand Master MeGregor 
issued positive instructions to all the sub- 
ordinate lodges to withhold all informa- 
tion from the press, even such routine 
matters as clection of officers. 

The officers elected for the ensuing 
year by Triluminer Lodge were 


state to disclose even the names of 


an- 
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nounced in the local newspapers. The 
members of the lodge with one accord 
disclaim responsibility for the leaking out 
of the facts relating to the election, but 
notwithstanding this denial the Grand 
Master took away the lodge’s charter. 
As it stands, the lodge will have to re- 
main without power to act in any official 
capacity or to transact Masonic business 
until the Grand Master relents, or an ap- 
peal is heard by the Grand Lodge of the 
State. 

It is understood that the Grand Mas- 
ter’s action was intended not only as a 
punishment to Triluminer, but also as a 
warning to other subordinate lodges not 
to transgress his orders. 


Mr. David H. Curtis, who advertises 
in this number, is well known to the peo- 
ple of Boston, particularly to the resi- 
dents of Roxbury and Dorchester, having 
been located in that section for very 
many years. Mr. Curtis is well fitted for 
his business by natural aptitude and long 
experience. His office and warerooms 
are fitted with all the necessary facilities 


jor his busines 


Deaths 


‘‘From the dust of the weary highway, 
From the smart of the sorrows rod, 
Into the royal presence 
They are bidden as guests of God; 
The veil from their eyes is taken, 
Sweet mysteries they are shown, 
Their doubts and fears are over, 
For they know as they are known.”’ 


The Rey. Daniel Crane Roberts, D. D., 
vice rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church and the dean of the Concord, N. 
H., clergy, in point of pastoral service, 
died October 31, after a protracted ill- 
ness, 

Dr. Roberts was born in Binghamton, 
N. Y., Nov. 5, 1841. He was educated at 
Kenyon College, Ohio, At the outbreak 
of the Civil War he enlisted in the 
Eighty-fourth Regiment of Ohio Volun- 
teers and served with that organization 
through its term of duty. After leaving 
the army he engaged in mission work 
among the seamen in New York City and 
pursued his studies in theology. In 1866 
he was ordained to the priesthood by 
Bishop John Williams of Connecticut. In 
1878 he was called to Concord to be vice 
rector of St. Paul’s Cathedral Church. 
This post Dr. Roberts held until his death. 
Dr. Roberts was one of the foremost fig- 
ures in the church in New Hampshire. In 
1885 he received from Norwich University 
the degree of doctor of divinity. 

In Masonry Dr. Roberts had a distin- 
guished record. He was made a Mason 
in Kilwinning Lodge at Lowell, Mas 
during his ministry there, and received 
the chapter degrees in Mount Horeb 
Chapter in that city. From Farmer 
Council at Brandon, Vermont, he re- 
ceived the obligation of that degree, and 
was knighted in Mount Calvary Com- 
mandery, Knights Templar, at Middle- 
bury, Vermont. He transferred his mem- 
bership to the Masonic bodies in Con- 


cord on coming here to live, and in 1887 
was chosen commander of Mount Horeb 
Commandery Knights Templar. In 1804 
and 1895 he was grand commander of the 
Grand Commandery of New Hampshire, 
and in that capacity received the visiting 
knights who came to New Hampshire en 
route to the triennial conclave at Boston 
in 1895. For this purpose he established 
headquarters on the summit of Mount 
Washington, where with fitting speech 
and graceful hospitality he greeted sev- 
eral bodies of journeying knights who 
paused there to receive New Hampshire’s 
welcome. 


Brother Benjamin F. Osgood, a fa- 
mous White Mountain guide, died De- 
cember 19 at the home of his son at Bath, 
Me. He was born in Hiram, Me., June 
7, 1829. When a young man he went to 
the old Glen House in the White Moun- 
tains and for many years was a porter and 
guide there. On Dec. 7, 1858, he climbed 
to the top of Mt. Washington with Lu- 
cius Henderson, a deputy sheriff of Coos 
County. He had a thrilling experience in 
reaching the top, and was ever aiter 
proud to tell of his exploits on that occa- 
sion, as this was the first winter ascent of 
Mt. Washington ever made by a white 
man, 

After the old Glen House burned Mr. 
Osgood made his headquarters at Craw- 
ford’s, where for years he kept a little 
shop and sold alpenstocks and other 
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souvenirs of the mountains, many of 
which he made himself. During the win- 
ter he lived at Gorham and carved canes 
and alpenstocks. He was a Mason and 
Odd Fellow and was proud of his con- 
nection with those orders. He joined 
Gorham Lodge, No. 73, more than forty- 
three years ago and had been an Odd Fel- 


low for nearly that time. 


Brother John Blackie, a well known 
Mason of Boston, and member of St. 
John’s Lodge, Boston Council and Bos- 
ton Commandery, died December 12. 

Hugh Murray, grand secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, A. F. & A. M., 
and one of the most prominent Masons in 
America, died suddenly November 28 at 
his home, Hamilton, Ont., from a stroke 
of apoplexy. In 1884 he was grand 
master of Canadian Masons. 


Brother Wilifam H. Neal, for many 
years in the woolen business in Boston, 
died at his home in Cambridge, Decem- 
ber 20. He was born in Boston, but has 
resided in Cambridge many years. Bro, 
Neal was a member of Revere Lodge. 
He was also a Civil War veteran. 


Brother Benjamin W. Robinson died 
December 27 at his home in Manchester, 
N. H., at the age of 82 years within a few 
days. He was a well known mechanic in 
the building business and had been en- 
gaged in many large transactions. He 
was a member of the state legislature in 
1893 and 1894. He was widely known in 
society circles, being a member of Lafay- 
ette Lodge of Masons; Mt. Horab, Royal 
Arch = Chapter, 


Trinity Commandery, 


Knights Templar; Mechanics’ Lodge, I- 
O. O. F.; Veteran Odd Fellows’ Associa— 
tion and the Old Residents’ Association- 


Major George Edmund Henry, a well 
known Mason, died at his home im 
Brookline, Mass., December 31. He was- 
a veteran of the Civil War and prominent 
in Grand Army affairs. He was a Past 
Master of Massachusetts Lodge and @ 
Past District Deputy Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. He 
was about 7o years old and was born im 
Rockingham, Vt. 


Right Worshipful Brother Albert A. 
Folsom died December 24, 1907, at his 
home, Brookline, Mass. Brother Folsony 
was widely known as a man of business- 
as a member of historical and genealogi- 
cal societies and as a Freemason. Bro- 
Folsom was superintendent of the Bostow 
and Providence Railroad for more thaw 
twenty years. He was much interested 
in all historical matters and possessed & 
iund of information on all subjects relat— 
ing to the history of our country. He 
was also a Past Commander of the An— 
cient and Honorable Artillery Company- 
As a Mason he was greatly respected 
and beloved by a large circle of prethren- 
He was elected Worshipful Master of Co- 
lumbian Lodge, A. F. and A. M., in 1876, 
and served in that capacity until 1878_ 
He was also a member of St. Andrews R- 
A. Chapter, Boston Commandery and was 
a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Grand Lodge and later Trustee. In 
1900 he was appointed Deputy Grand 
Master of Massachusetts. Among the 
Masonic organizations with which Bro. 
Folsom y connected, none were more 
enjoyed by him than the First Worshipful 
Masters Association, of which he was 
President for three years. He was al- 
most always present at the meetings and 
frequently contributed interesting and in— 
structive papers on subjects of Masonie 
or historic interest. 


Selections--All Sorts 


Whoso keepeth his mouth and his 
tongue, kee peth his soul from troubles. 
[Prov. 23: 23. 
“Then you really dont believe that a 
man is ever too old to learn?" 


“Certainly not. Iv’e known men to get 
amarried at the age of 75 or more.” 
[Catholic Standard and Times. 


She Disinfected all the rugs, 
And Carpets, through and through, 
She sprinkled acid on the walls, 
And on the fixtures too, 
She septicized the mist’etoe, 
So careful was this miss, 
Ard then she felt that it was safe 
To have a Christinas kiss. 
(Louisville, (Ky.) Herald. 


Bear with winter weather 
The world is singin’ sweet, 
An’ when the snow has melted 
There’ll be violets at your feet! 
[Auanta Constitution. 


“How late do you usually sleep on Sun- 
day morning?’ “ Well, it all debends.” 


“* Depends on what?” On the length of 
the sermon,” 


Irate Farmer, ‘Ere, Waiter, what's 
‘this stuff?” 

Waiter. “That's bean soup, sir.’ 

Irate Farmer. ‘ Don’t tell me what it 


as’ been—what is it now?” (The Sketch. 


Mr. B. is very proud of his ancient lin- 
age and 1 ever lets slip an opportunity to 
boast of it. Ata dinner where he had been 
unusually rampant on this subject a fellow 
guest quieted him by remarking: Ifyou 
climb much further up your family tree, 
you will come face to face with the mon- 
key.” ([Lippincott’s. 

“ What can we do to improve the present 
method of dancing?” Thundered the par- 
son; ‘ dancing is mere huggnig set to 
amusic.’? 


‘We might cut out the music,’’ softly 


suggested the bad young man in the rear 
ofthe auditorium. [Philadelphia Iuqnirer. 


Some men’s idea o’ success,’’? said Uncle 
Eben, ‘‘is bein' able to wear dcir Sunday 
clothes on week days an’ put on deir ol 
clothes to go fishin’ on Sunday.” 

(Washington Star. 

The teacher had been telling the class 
about the rhinoceros family. 

“Now name some things,’’ said she, 
“that it is very dangerous to get near and 
that have horns.”’ 

“Automobiles !"” 
Jones. promptly. 

Child—‘‘ Mamma !”” 

Mamma—'' Well?” 
Child—* Why is it that when it’s me they 
call it naughty, but when it’s you they call 
it nervous?” (Clevela.d Leader. 


replys little Jimmie 
(New York World. 


“Does he know much?” 
“Well, he net only knows, that he 
doesn’t know much, but he know. 


s enough 
to keep others from knowing it.” 


[ Exchsnge. 


*‘Have you any dog biscuits?" said Mrs. 
Flanigan to the grower. Dog Biscuits?” 
said the grocer. ‘‘Yes but what do you 
want them for? you don’t keepa dog. do 
you?” ‘Shure, and we don’t,” replied 
Mrs. Flanigan, ‘but the doctor has 
ordered me husbind to eat animal food."” 


Of the ‘‘ Has Beens”’ there are many, 
Of the *' Ne er Was” more by far, 


The ‘Going to Be” are leg:on, 
But how scarce are those that ‘Are! ”’ 
[Cassell’s Journal. 


Austere aunt. ‘ Come, Henry, Satan 
finds some mischief still for idle hanls to 
do.” 

Henry (desparingly). ‘Ves, I know. 
But he’s such a long time finding any to- 
day. I’m tired of waiting for him.” 


(Punch. 
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Premiere 
and \\ 


“OUR IMPRINT” 


If you need fine print- 
ing send for our color 
announcement; it will 
tell the story. 


Gardner & Taplin 


PRINTERS AND 
DESIGNERS 


100 Purchase Street, Boston, Mass. 
TELEPHONE MAIN 445 


Walter J. Taplin 


» 


\ H. D. Foss & Co. 


OY) BOSTON 


James B. Gardner 


WHEN IN BOSTON STAY AT THE 


COPLEY SQUARE HOTEL 


Huntington Avenue 


Exeter and Blagden Streets 


Ten minutes’ walk to the shopping 
and business district. 


A high-class, modern house, | in- 
telligent service, moderate prices, 
pleasant rooms, superior cuisine. 


Long distance telephone in every 
room. 


300 Rooms. 200 with private baths 


The most centrally located hotel for rtravellers and visitors. 3 

One block from Boston & Albany “ Huntington Avenue Station’’ and 
N. Y., N. H. & H. “ Back Bay Station.’ Electric cars pass the door to 
B. & M.R. R. “North Station’? and connect with “I” and surface lines 
to all parts of the city and suburbs 


AMOS H. WHIPPLE, Proprietor 


In Answering Advertisements please mention The New England Craftsman 


s, Tapestries 
and India Shawls 


126 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 


nsing and Repair- 
BOSTON, MASS. 


ree of Charge 


Back Bay 
Oriental Rug WorRs 


YACUBIAN BROS., Prop. 
riental R 


Native Armenian Experts. 


Our Specialtu, C 
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Farragut Building, Corner Boviston Street 


Sample Rug cleaned | 


Dept. 5. 
Telephone, 965-3 Back Bay © 


ESTABL SHED 1890 


Weber Male Quartet 


OF BOSTON 


is qualified to furnish music 
for any degree in Masonry, 
including the Commandery 
and Scottish Rite. 


A. C, PRESCOTT, 32nd 
Res. Tel, 1068-2 Dor. 
A. F. COLE, 32rd 
Res. Tel. 669-3 Lynn 
G. H. WOODS, 32nd 
Res. Tel. 167-2 Lex, 
W. E. DAVISON, 32nd 
Res. Tel. 1379-3 Dor. 


MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Room 34, 149a Tremont Street 


BOSTON 
Telephone, Oxford 938 
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Established 1849 
LEWIS JONES & SON 


UNDERTAKERS 


NO. 50 LAGRANGE STREET 


Reasonable prices, prompt service. Guaranteed Em- 


balming. Entire building, containing every facility, 
devoted to our business. No Charge for Chapel. 


rity TAMMERERS "schoo? 
36 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON 
ee ON 


T. L. Goudey & Son 
UNDERTAKERS AND EMBALMERS 


Telephone, Everett 60 
459 BROADWAY, EVERETT, MASS. 


A. E. LONG & SON 


Undertakers, Expert Embalmers 
NORTH CAMBRIDGE 
Office 2105 Massachusetts Ave., near Russell St. 
Public Tel. 21370 Night Attendant 
Residence 1797 Massachusetts Ave., opp. Arlington St 
Telephone Connection 


Established 1841 Charles T. Hartwell 


J. HENRY HARTWELL & SON 
UNDERTAKERS 


4 MEDFORD STREET ARLINGTON, MASS. 
Telephone Connection 
PERSONAL ATTENTION IN ALL CASES. 


JOSEPH S.WATERMAN & SONS 
UNDERTAKERS 
2326-2328 Washington St., Roxbury 


A. B. PIERCE & SON 
FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS 


Embalmers and Funeral Directors 
RESIDENCE,10 East EMERSON STREET, NEAR MAIN 
MELROSE, MASS. 


A.B Pierce TELEPHONE, 74-3 


W. P. Pierce 


JESSE A. DILL & CO. 


Bakers, Caterers & Confectioners 


Wedding, Lunches and Private Parties a Specialty 


494 Main Street, Melrose 


Telephone, 7-3 


In answering Advertisements please mention The New England Craftsman 


Telephone, Oxford 665 


FOR EVERYBODY 


Thousands of persons whose 

feet always trouble them 

now secure absolute comfort 
by wearing 


WORTH 


Mr. David Cummings 


CUSHION SOLE SHOES 


because they are made on anatomical lines, and fitted with 
our patent cushion sole, which actS as a cushion to the foot, 

For 54+ years our Mr. David Cummings has studied day 
after day how to produce shoes that would look good, fit bet- 


ter, and feel best. The ‘““‘WORTH” Cushion Sole Shoes are 


the result of this long effort, and are so made that they keep 
the feat healthy, prevent their getting damp and cold, save 


wear on the stockings, prevent corns, bunions and itching 


feet, and make walking a delightful pleasure. 

All we ask is that you send us a postal, asking for our 
booklet, which fully describes these splendid shoes and in- 
structs you how you can be perfectly fitted in your own home. 

tf your dealer does not carry them, we shall be pleased to 
send you a pair either by prepaid mail or express, on receipt 
of price. 


Mn’s, $4, $4.50, and $5. Womn’s $3. and $3.5) 


THE CUMMINGS COMPANY 


Dpt. 41, 406 Washington Strt, Bston, Mass. 


PLEASE MENTION THE NEW ENGLAND CRAFTSMAN 


CRAWFORD 


Cooking Ranges 


What Our NEW TYPE of Range Means 


Maintaining the Crawford reputation for progress, we have constructed 
a new type of range which is better than even our heretofore best. In this 
new design the useless and awkward end Hearth is omitted. The ashes are 
disposed of by falling into a HOD far below the fire, which makes their re- 
moval easier and the grates last longer. The Coal and Ash Hods are side by 
side, of the same size, and the Ash Hod being emptied can be returned full of 
coal. There is also more room on top of these ranges. The ‘‘Palace’’ is 
extra large size and the ‘“‘Castle’’ smaller. 

All the famous Crawford features are present: Single Damper, Patented 
Grate, Cup -Joint Oven Flues, Asbestos Backed Oven, Improved Oven 
Indicator. Send for our booklet. 


Made by Walker & Pratt Mfg. Co., 31-35 Union St., Boston 


SOLD BY ALL LEADING DEALERS 
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CURTIS UNDERTAKING ESTABLISHMENT 


OFFICE, WAREROOM AND CHAPEL 


387 and 389 Dudley St., Boston, Mass. 


ROXBURY DISTRICT Telephone Roxbury 746 


In our warerooms, which are located in the same building with our office, we are pre- 
pared to show every variety of Caskets. Prices ranging from the cheapest to the most 
expensive. 


Every individual case receives special attention and advice. Our Chapel is Free. 


Our $35. Overcodts and Suits 
HAVE NO EHQUAL 


CHARLES JACOBSON, Custom Tailor 


- « Formerly with F. L. DUNN . ... . 


We also do Naphtha or Steam Cleaning, Newbury Building 


Also [Monthly Pressing. 111 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. 


FREEMASONS WANTED 


In Every Town to solicit subscribers for The 
New England Craftsman Liberal Commission 


CALEB P. BUCKMAN & CO. 
TREMONT TEMPLE DECORATORS 


Decorations for All Occasions 


Booths Designed, Erected and Deco- 
rated for Fairs etc. 


Wm. SCoTT & Co. 
IMPORTERS 
TEAS AND COFFEES 


2123 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON Mourning Draping Done at Short Not!ce 
Masons’ Decorations 
Telephone Main 6264 BOSTON 


Rooms 528-529 Tremont Temple Bldg. 


1311 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON 
561 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE 
63 AND 5S MERIDIAN STREET, E. BOSTON 


G. A. & S. W. BRACKETT Co. 
JOBBING MASONS 


yy Thirty-five years’ experience Repairing Smoky and Defective 
Chimneys, Wet Cellars and Defective Drains, Plastering, 
Whitening, ete. Telephone Connection 
Office, 59 WARREN ST., ROXBURY, near Post Office 
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HARRY W. PRIEST CO., Proprs- _ 


| Che 
Kerd  “Nemport of the South’ | 


Climate driest East of the Rockies Balmy Atmosphere 
Select Clientele Orchestra of Soloists 
Situated in the midst of a Park of 200 acres, of long-leaf pine, HOTEL PARK IN 


THE PINES, contains every modern improvement for the comfort and conyen- 
ience of its patrons. 


Every opportunity afforded for the enjoyment of popular winter sports such as 
riding, driving, golf, tennis, shooting, etc. 


Cuisine a / 
This department, in order to please the most discriminating tastes, is 
thoroughly metropolitan in its character. The best products of markets, 


/ North and South, are prepared by skillful and intelligent cooks. The 
( service is by efficient New England waitresses. | 


Rooms 


may be had singly, or en suite with or without private bath. All apant- 
ments are excellently furnished, provided with steam heat, electric Ijghts 


and telephone connection ; a large percentage having running hot and cold 
} water and open fireplaces. / 
Spacious public rooms, verandas and a tastefully decorated solarium, combine 
2 to make the office floor a source of pleasure and comfort to all visitors. 
Aiken is easily reached by trains of Southern Railway direct from New York or 
Washiugton. The “SOUTHERN’S PALM LIMITED” composed of Pullman 
4 ] drawing-room and Compartment cars leave New York for Aiken daily, 
us) Commencing January Sixth. 


4 (| For rates diagram of rooms and all detailed information 
Address J, A. SHERRARD, Manager af AIKEN, S. C. 


Z Foch i= sins Vt} 
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7 in Handsome Single air Boxes \.\ 
For His Christmas® 


Nothing would be more acceptuble then some of these 
useful, comfortabje, dependable suspenders attractively 
packed. in handsomely lithograpLed single pair boxes. 


FOR EVERY WEAR, ANYWHERE 


© Model B Bull Dog Suspenders 4 


Have become the standard because they fit, because they contain more and better rubber than 
any other make, which allows easy, free movement of the body in all positions; because they 
have gold-gilt metal parts, guaranteed not to rust or tarnish, because the cord ends are 
much stronger than usually found in suspenders, preventing fraying and wearing through. 


THEY OUTWEAR THREE ORDINARY KINDS WHICH MEANS 
THREE TIMES THE SERVICE OF USUAL 50c. SORTS 


Sensible, Inexpensive Gifts Every Man and Boy will Gladly Receive 
In Light, Heavy, or Extra Heavy Weight or Extra Long (No Extra Cost) 
The Most Comfortable Suspenders Made for Man, Youth or Bey 


A If You want the Best, insist on Model B Bull Dog Suspenders 7 
i HEWES & POTTER, Dept.924 — 87 Lincoln St., Boston, Mass. of] 
f. Our useful Butt Doc Suspexyper Comp anv Case mailed for 10c. postage. G ak 
i Vea Instructive booklet, ‘‘ Style, or how to Dress Correctly,” PR) i 
A a. 
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if you mention this publication when answering advertisement, 
we will send valuable “ Style’”’ Booklet Free. 


